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2009-2010 Grants to Educators

Beverly Elementary School,  IC My World, $1183.04

Carole West

Rachel Emmer

Stacey Scott

Allison Bitter

"IC My World" provides an Integrated Curriculum of Science and Social Studies for our students with severe autism, behavior and communication disorders. The program was written and developed by the teachers of a Centralized Classroom, based on the Plano ISD Integrated Curriculum, using our "ABC" approach of Academic, Behavior, and Communication goals to teach the subject matter. It enables our students to have access to the General Education curriculum in Science and Social Studies.
Bowman Middle School, Soccer to Student Succes, $1500

Karen Rahe

Adrian Rodriguez

Soccer to Student Success is a continuation and expansion of an extracurricular program comprised of intramural co-ed soccer teams and an outdoor soccer program. These programs are open to all students at our middle school, attracts students who may not participate in other extracurricular activities, and is of high interest to the large Hispanic student population at our school. Students must have passing grades in order to participate; this motivates them to achieve and connects them to their school in a positive way.
Bowman Middle School,  After School Art, $350

Daniel Zock

A once a week after school Art program to give students an opportunity to participate in art activities. This program is open to current art students and also those students who would not normally be able to take Art during their regular daily schedule. This program is designed for both advanced and novice students alike.  This grant sponsored by The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation.
Bowman Middle School,  Robotics and Beyond, $1450

Adrian Rodriguez

The purpose of establishing a robotic program at our middle school is to help students develop practical experience in a relatively new field. The students at our school have not been exposed to this type of science. We anticipate having selected students, with a need to strengthen their interest in science, participate in this program. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and local PTAs.
Brinker Elementary School, Buddies, $350

Alaina Cordina

Debra LaGassa

MariAnn Gattelaro

Alaina Cordina

A peer interaction program to assist children on the Autism spectrum and others with social skills difficulties. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and local PTAs.
Carpenter Middle School,  Education in a "Flash", $1300

Elisabeth Nye

Writing is an integral part of student success at all levels of education. Making writing accessible to students and allowing them to have access to their own writing in several formats encourages them to not only write more, but to be more successful. By providing students with a flash drive for their educational use, we can metaphorically bridge the gap between learning at school and at home.
Carpenter Middle School,  Cowboys Boys and Girls Soccer Team, $1300

Rodrigo Hurtado

Chrissi Cawthon

Joe Delarios

Our school is leading the way by offering a large and growing population of our students an extra-curricular activity that meets their special interests; we are offering these students a chance to represent their school with a soccer team. Last year, we had over 85 students that wanted to try-out for the boys and girls soccer teams at our school. Soccer has been overlooked by the district as an official middle school sport, but with six middle schools fielding a team this year, We want to grow this popular program and give middle school students an opportunity to represent their school proudly.
Carpenter Middle School, "Reading Counts at Carpenter Middle School", $1500

Carol Valdez

Kimberly Seale

Lynn Jorgensen

"Reading Counts at Carpenter Middle School" is a continuation of a program started last year. Students will be able to select books from the library that are labeled with blue dots and Lexile levels. These Lexile levels are indicators of the true reading ability of the student, as based upon the students' Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) test. This allows students the opportunity and ability to select reading material that is appropriate for their reading ability.
Carpenter Middle School,  "Reading Suits Me", $1300

Kimberly Seale

"Reading Suits Me" is a program that will allow struggling reading students the opportunity to select books within their Lexile reading range as determined by the NWEA's Measures of Academic Progress, or MAP scores. Because the Lexile level measures a student's true reading ability that may not necessarily correlate to a grade level, students can be assured that the books they select are representative of their reading ability. These students typically "get lost" when in the library because of the huge selection of books, many of which are not in their reading range. "Reading Suits Me" will allow these students access in their reading class to a large variety of suitable books within their Lexile reading range, without feeling overwhelmed by so many selections.
Carpenter Middle School, A Classroom "School Store" to Encourage Middle School Math Students to be Successful, $1000
Barbara Lye

Kerry Babin

This project is specifically designed to help struggling students master the math content of the TEKS. Each student will solve a math problem to determine the price of an item in their classroom "school store" to be bought with earned coupons. This will benefit the student by providing math reinforcement and providing materials for students who might not be able to afford to replenish their supplies during the year. 
Carpenter Middle School, Audio Book Library, $1150

Chrissi Cawthon

Megan McSherry

Lisa Scott

Audio books will be provided to students to listen to their novels read aloud as they follow along. Research shows that second language learners need opportunities to read in a variety of forms including: groups, paired, alone, guided with a teacher and auditory. The more second language learners are allowed access to hear their books read out loud, the more fluency, comprehension, and pronunciation will increase.
Christie Elementary School, Team Read, $1488
Jennifer Ruth

Beckey Moffet

The "Team Read" program targets boys on our campus to encourage them to read. The program will be run in a club format meeting twice a month before school. Boys will read magazines about sports, comic books, and trade books about topics that are important to guys. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and Local PTAs.
Christie Elementary School, Math on the Move!, $1398

Lilly Jensby

Christine Kallman

Math on the Move is a program designed to increase parental involvement, enrich students’ mathematical development, and raise academic achievement by providing engaging and interactive take-home activity packs. Each kit offers a variety of materials to use at home that support brain-based learning and address students’ ongoing academic needs. Math on the Move partners with parents to help our students have multiple authentic opportunities to improve their math skills, boost their confidence, and motivate learning! 
Christie Elementary School,  Totally Disgusting Science, $1499.05

Miriam Madill

Totally Disgusting Science is a take-home science program through which students explore the world of science by conducting engaging, hands-on, inquiry-based investigations. The goal of Totally Disgusting Science is to build background knowledge through self discovery, which encourages creative and complex thinking. By participating in multi-sensory science experiences, students will develop lasting connections, enhancing long-term understanding of science concepts!
Daffron Elementary School,  Matching Math Manipulatives with Literature- A Home School Initiative, $1300

Cathy Chomistek

Math Literature with matching manipulatives will give second grade students an opportunity to reinforce reading and math skills at home. Students will bring home appropriate math literature with matching manipulatives to practice math skills taught in class. Test scores will increase as students have the opportunity to practice math and reading with their families.
Forman Elementary School, Prescription for Math Success, $850

Martha Preston

Linda Ardon

Ramiro Ardon

Jake Walker

Kris Ollom

Prescription for Math Success seeks to diagnose students who struggle with math facts, prescribe an appropriate and purposeful plan of intervention, and administer the intervention by partnering with parents. By addressing these concerns as soon as possible, we will better enable our students to focus on the demanding critial thinking skills involved in today's math education.
Forman Elementary School,  SOAR into Reading, $1500

Armandina Louis-Charles

Natalie Shanks

Andrea Jaramillo

Soar into Reading is a school wide reading program that promotes students (K-5) and their families to read together on a daily basis. A literacy night will educate and encourage families to include shared storybook reading with their children to aid language and literacy development needed for academic student success. Our goal is to develop a love of reading and improve student literacy skills through pleasure reading at school and supported at home. 
Frankford Middle School,  Puentes Hacia Exito, $1500

Ana B Dominguez

Bonnie Mueller

Nimet Bata

Lois Schock

Puentes Hacia Exito (Bridges for Success) is a family night event designed to provide resources and information for parents of Hispanic students in order to help their students be successful in the areas of math and science. In the math workshop, families will receive the Middle School Math Toolbox (Spanish and English version), a teacher-written booklet of step-by-step instructions for all fraction and decimal operations, the basis of middle school math. The science workshop will include problem-solving activities for parents, and a teacher-written vocabulary handbook geared toward enhancing comprehension and problem-solving skills in science for the students. The resources session will include information about the Plazas Communitarias, an online adult education program that parents will be able to enroll in, and other resources for family services. In addition, PISD’s Computers@Home program will be available for families who meet the requirements to receive a free computer.
Head Start,  Literacy for Young Learners, $1150

Kristi Vest

Literacy for Young Learners is a project to bring guided reading to the pre-kindergarten level. The purpose is to increase book and print awareness in young children; introduce them to beginning reading skills (left to right, one-to-one correspondence, parts of a book); and familiarize the students with high frequency words (such as a, to, the, etc.).
Hightower Elementary School,  Math Packs, $1593.49

Sara Stewart

Robin Ollison

Susan Juarez

JanDe Eppers

Math Packs backpacks can be checked out by students to take home. These packs are full of engaging, hands-on and fun activities that build, reinforce or extend the third grade curriculum. Activities range from flash cards, independent activities or games for the whole family. Math packs are color coded, red, blue and green. Each color signifying a different level of difficulty so that students can work on skills at their particular ability level.
Huffman Elementary School,  4 -L Club - K-3, $1500

Andra Harris

Carolyn Curfman

This project will provide learning games to kindergarten through second graders to reinforce vocabulary and literacy development. This is year two of the original grant written last year. These games can be checked out by targeted students and their teachers.
Huffman Elementary School,  Bloomin' Minds, $1500

Lindsey Estill

Blooming Students' Minds focuses on differentiating classroom needs while creating a hands-on, highly engaging science center. The hands on experience will allow children to record and investigate their observations using all levels of Bloom’s taxonomy through the use of poetry, writings, experiments, dioramas, presentations, and creations. The exposure to daily interactive science will strengthen questioning skills, support participation in school wide science fair from year to year, and the foster the love for science at an early age.
Huffman Elementary School,  Family Science Labs in a Bag, $500

Marci Watson

“Family Science Labs in a Bag,” are hands-on science experiments in Zip-loc® bags that the students will take home to complete with the help of their family or friends. All investigations use low cost materials, simple equipment and were chosen with safety in mind. Students are given opportunities to explore, experience, and share their observations with their family to gain a love for science as they create exciting experiments using “Family Science Labs in a Bag”.
Jackson Elementary School,  ELMS To Go, $1500

Angela Marshall

Liz Steinbaugh

ELMS To Go is a before and after school program for students and their families who speak a language other than English. Often, English language learners are unable to attend after school clubs and activities due to transportation issues and language barriers. ELMS To Go will provide the "ELMS Club" in other venues enabling these students and families an opportunity to participate.
Jackson Elementary School,  Breaking the Barrier: Unlocking Language for all Parents, $1500

Kimberlee Speer

Laura Fix

Breaking the Barrier: Unlocking Language for all Parents would allow our limited English speaking parents the opportunity to learn English. In learning the language, parents would be better able to support their children's learning at home and they would feel more a part of the school family. When a parent feels invested in the school community, the more invested they are in their child's education.
Mathews Elementary School,  Pitch Perfect, $1500

Jessica Bauchum

Tammy Kraman

Pitch perfect is a discovery approach to learning absolute pitch, scales, and intervals through the use of individual keyboards. Students can learn to read music in both treble and bass clef; discover interval and scale patterns; compose, create, and write music using the keyboards as an aural and visual tool. This approach should help them understand absolute pitch in a way that will benefit them musically as they move from elementary to middle school. 
McCall Elementary School, Experiments on the Go, $3000

Karla Hughes

Karen Bandy

Kim Kilpatrick

Heather Colomina

Silvia Nunez-Jimenez

Our school's savvy scientists will take home hands-on science boxes to recreate experiments and further explore the world of the SCIENTIFIC PROCESS. By further exposing the students to hands-on manipulation of the curriculum, we will build a strong foundation and interest in science. As the students enter the next grade, this interest in science will remain strong and will be reflected in their academic endeavors and test scores.
Meadows Elementary School,  Blooming Baby Readers, $1500

Crystal Hume

Blooming Baby Readers provides a library collection of board books in both English and Spanish for parents to check out, read at home to their infants and toddlers, and return. In addition, parents will have the opportunity to attend workshops that will inform them of the benefits of reading to infants and toddlers and provide tips on reading, such as choosing books, using voices, and talking about illustrations. Through this family support program, parents will lay the groundwork for literacy and the love of reading, and will help their young children succeed as readers later in life.
Mendenhall Elementary School,  Science and Reading Morning Adventure Club, $1500

Christine Barrantes

The Science and Reading Morning Adventure Club is a program that provides hands on science learning activities, high interest science literature, technology stations and ongoing experiments to enhance student learning of science and reading concepts before school each morning. Neighborhood high school students will partner with teachers in mentoring and guiding 1st through 5th graders in various activities. The Science and Reading Morning Adventure Club will allow us to utilize the extra time we have our students at school each morning before class, to provide them with a fun learning experience. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and local PTAs.
Mendenhall Elementary School, Math 2 Go, $354
Rebecca L. Saathoff

Susan Simpson

Math 2 Go is designed for all ability groups with the goal of strengthening their mathematical thinking, math skills, problem solving abilities at home. We will provide a set of resources available to all 2nd; through 5th grade math classes in both English and Spanish whereby students will continue to practice math concepts and skills at home. Our ultimate goal is to improve their understanding of math in an everyday problem solving forum. 
Murphy Middle School, "Cultivating a Love of Reading", $1500
Tina Christian

Kristin Gray

Laura Foster

Middle school students often dislike reading because it's "uncool" or because they have to read what someone tells them to read. In "Cultivating a Love of Reading", a reading workshop program that allows young adult readers the freedom to choose novels based on their personal interests, the "uncool" factor disappears. After reading each novel, students are able to respond in writing to their reading and/or have time to share their excitement about their books through book recommendation discussions.
Plano East Senior High School, Plano Senior High School, Plano West Senior High School,  My College Tour, $3000

Tommy Guynes

Susan Baxkey

Dawn Jackson

Martha Will

My College Tour sponsors student college visits related to specific careers and Applied Science degrees at Collin College and Dallas County Community Colleges. The college readiness program focuses upon students receiving Special Education services and provides information regarding educational choices, financial planning, and career exploration. My College Tour will provide career / post-secondary educational materials through the community colleges and supplement a vocational library located at the senior high school campuses.
Plano East Senior High School,  College Prep, $1500

Jessica Chu

Holly Thomas

Katherine Ruzycki

College Prep is an afterschool program and resource for students that want help with college applications, post-secondary education advice, and SAT prep. We offer workshops such as writing an application essay, SAT algebraic reasoning, scholarship applications, and more. We strive to improve students’ SAT scores, better their college applications, and prepare them for post-secondary education.  This grant sponsored by The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation.
Plano East Senior High School, APUSH visits the Amon Carter Museum, $1500

Lee Ann Yates

Lynda Morrison

Richard Sklar

Richard Walker

Christina Perez

By visiting the American art collection at the Amon Carter Museum we will teach AP US History, IB US History, and American Studies students to extend their historical thinking. Students will be encouraged to create connections between what they learn from written sources in the classroom and the visual art sources they will experience at the Museum. We hope to instill in our students an increased understanding of visual art within its historical context leading to a life-long interest in history and the arts.
Plano East Senior High School,  The Write Connection, $1440

Katherine Ruzycki

Kristy Alexander

Penny Aguire

Donna Sewell

Provide students with detailed feedback on their writing accomplishments and areas for improvement in a one-on-one environment. Students will create goals, action plans, and reflect on their progress at the end of the year. This structure will reinforce lessons in the classroom, as well as allow the students more opportunity for individual growth in regard to their specific needs.  This grant sponsored by The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation.
Plano Senior High School,  AVID "Clawing our way to the TOP!", $1500

Aimée Ratliff

AVID Site Team Members

The renewel of the senior high AVID: Clawing our way to the TOP! Project grant will allow the "Advancement via Individual Determination" Program on our campus to enhance our library of Advanced Placement Test materials and manipulatives, to offer incentives to our tutors, guest speakers, students, and site team, and to increase awareness of our new campus program. We want to provide our economically disadvantaged students with the materials and resources to cultivate and inspire their success and to enhance their potential for admission into a four year university after high school graduation. Finally, we want to expose our campus to the promise of AVID and demonstrate through our students' success that no matter one's background, hard work and the right resources can change a life through higher education.  This grant sponsored by The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation.
Saigling Elementary School,  Algebra Becomes Child’s Play with “Hands-on Equations”, $1011.08

Kelly Threadgill

The “Hands-On Equations” program is designed to introduce students to important algebraic concepts through a game-like, hands-on, concrete approach. A physical model of the abstract algebraic equation is represented by moving game pieces consisting of pawns and number cubes. By moving these game pieces, not only will students be able to solve equations such as: 2(x + 4) + x = 2x + 10 and 2x + (-x) + 3 = 2(-x) + 15, but they will also develop a sound, intuitive understanding of algebraic properties which will catapult their level of confidence and success and create in each student a motivated mathematician.
Schell Elementary School,  Comprehension Cafe, $900

Cynthia Smith

Michelle Hardy

Hannah Clawson

Madalyn Sierra

Lindsey Aune

Third-grade students practice reading picture books, poems, jokes and riddles to build fluency. Third-grade students host first grade and kindergarten at Comprehension Cafe in the spring. Third graders will read an appetizer (poem), an entree (picture book), and a dessert (joke or riddle) to their younger counterpart. 
Schimelpfenig Middle School,  Friday Afterschool Math TAKS Tutoring Incentives (6th - 8th grades), $650

Michelle Massey

Linda Vetter

Students from 6th - 8th grade meet afterschool on Fridays, beginning in November, to prepare for Math TAKS in the Spring. All students are welcome. Some come with a goal of passing Math TAKS and some come with a goal of improving their score or even trying for commended. Often, NJHS and other interested students (such as Algebra students) come to volunteer their time to help tutor fellow students. Every week many Math teachers from grades 6th - 8th come to facilitate and tutor students for 2 hours.
Schimelpfenig Middle School,  Smart Musicians at Schimelpfenig, $589.80

Martha Ball

"SmartMusic at Schimelpfenig" is a program that would provide the SmartMusic program software and neccessary equipment to the band, orchestra and choir programs at Schimelpfenig Middle School. This grant program would provide liscensing, microphones, foot pedals, and SmartMusic guide books to all music programs on our campus. SmartMusic would then be accessible to all of our music students and enhance their use of music technology.
Sigler Elementary School,  The Parent Connection, $1500

Andrea Hall

Sherry Stevenson

The Parent Connection is a year long series of parenting classes focusing on relevant topics such as discipline, setting boundaries, and teaching children responsibility. These classes will provide practical tools to guide in becoming more effective parents. The skills parents gain from these classes will help establish themselves as loving, authority figures in their families, thereby instilling in their children self-respect and problem solving skills.  This grant sponsored by the Carole Greisdorf Fund.
Skaggs Elementary School, Wyatt Elementary School,  Explore on Your Own, $1484.46

Sheryl Morris

Lucy Hooker

Judy Johnson

Explore on Your Own is a content area set of books on CD for ELL parents and students to check out and enjoy together at home. Often ELL learners need more opportunities to acquire content area academic vocabulary. Explore on Your Own will provide non-fiction reading materials on CD which will be available for weekely check-out from school.
Sp Prog K-8,  Step Into Reading, $1430.98

Ashley Sanders

Karon Phelps

Step Into Reading will utilize "Steps to Literacy's" leveled reading collections. By using this program, we will be introducing a literacy library into the Bird Elementary Special Programs building. The library will help elementary students improve their fluency, comprehension, and concepts of print, and teachers will be able to use this library to enrich guided reading instruction.
Sp Prog K-8, SPC Lending Library, $1500

Rebecca Lara

Karon Phelps

SPC Lending Library provides a "library" of books and relevant resources for students and teachers to continue enhancing their social-emotional development. As part of the continuation of teaching our children the social and emotional skills, there are specific books that are used to enhance their daily lessons and skills. The books identified focus on anger management, problem-solving techniques, and identifying feelings.
Stinson Elementary School, Experience Texas, $383.90

Amy Kittelson

Cathy Lawrence

The proposed program will be an outdoor experience to the Heard Museum to reinforce and generalize concepts learned in the Life Skills class. This field trip will provide an opportunity to explore various aspects of the Texas natural environment. The students will have opportunities to interact with North Texas ecosystems and specimens through hands-on activities and other multi-sensory experiences. This grant sponsored by Patrick and Sherry Cassidy.
Thomas Elementary School,  Books of Hope, $700

Amy Moore

Books of Hope is a service-learning program where U.S. schools sponsor a school abroad and create books to help meet the students' educational needs. All Thomas Elementary students will get the opportunity to create and bring an original book based on non-fiction research to the publishing level and send their book to a group of students and teachers in Africa who do not have resources available to them. In addition to creating, writing and illustrating books, student will also have the opportunity to collect and send other supplies for their sponsored school.
Thomas Elementary School, ELMS Club (Every Day Language Made Simple), $500

Carolyn Beall

Sheri Lutz

ELMS club will provide our limited English speaking students and their families the opportunity to practice English through games and activities. These activities will be introduced in class and practiced at an after school meeting time for students and parents. The students will be encouraged to check out the materials and practice them at home with their families.
Vines High School,  Color Connection, $375

Pam Clark

Becky Salonish

Danielle Roys

The Book Club program engages students at a higher level than ever before. Students grow as readers, writers, and thinkers as they discuss modern and classical literature with their peers. Keeping six different novels going in the classroom creates its own challenges that only the Color Connection coding system for students can solve. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and local PTAs.
Vines High School,  It's a Visual Thing, $1500

Pauline Freeman

“It’s a Visual Thing” provides stimulating visuals for the art rooms to reinforce PISD's Discipline Based Art Education Program. The visuals will cover many periods of art,offer a constant variety of learning opportunities and incorporate a multisensory approach for high school art students for many years. These valuable assets will enable our program’s goals to be expanded by being able to inclue children with visual impairments, children with learning differences and other special needs, and they can remain in the classroom throughout the entire lesson period, as tools for visual learners, thus increasing the number of students reached intellectually.
Weatherford Elementary School,  Clever Kinder Kids - Write On!, $1500.00

Sonia Day

The purpose of this grant is to motivate students to write. Students take home writing bags filled with age appropriate materials to reinforce writing skills taught in the classroom. Students will help motivate their families to be excited about and involved in their growing abilities as writers.
Williams High School, Williams Warriors Writing Camp, $1500

Jill Engelking

The Williams Warriors Writing Camp (WWWC) provides our students with the opportunity for small group writing instruction outside of school hours. Students are invited to sign up for this camp where they will be provided with individual instruction, encouragement, and prizes. These camps are designed to build confidence in our students with regards to their writing abilities.
Wilson Middle School,  Continuing to Fill the Need for ALL Students, $1500

Mary Long

All students should have the right to come to their campus libraries and locate a book they can read independently. Unfortunately, there is one population of students who have not always had this option. It is our visually impaired students who are not being served well when it comes to having books they can read. This proposed grant is designed to continue to develop and expand the large-print collection started with a grant from 2008 and ensure that our visually impaired students, from across the district, have books, in large-print, to read just like their classmates.
Wilson Middle School, Wilson’s Very History Smart (Wilson’s VHS), $1500
Elena Jones

Social Studies Department

Wilson’s VHS is a series of 24 after school educational activities that encourage students with 86-100 CogAT ability scores in the verbal domain to practice the application of acquired knowledge of U. S. History and English Language Arts to reading, analysis, and evaluation of the written, visual, and statistical primary sources of American history from the colonial period through Reconstruction.
