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2010-2011 Grants to Educators

Mendenhall Elementary School,  Science All Around Us, $1445.46

Christine Barrantes

“Science All Around Us” is a program designed to expose students to science as they venture through the halls and also gives them access to 45 science activities they can check out of the library to take home and do with their families. The materials from the grant will be used by students, teachers, mentors and families to enhance student’s science experiences and increase their vocabulary. The high interest posters, preserved specimens and hands-on-materials will raise the interest and excitement level of everyone that uses them. 

Plano Senior High School,  First Impressions Matter, $2000

Susan Baxley

Martha Will

First Impressions Matter sponsors Special Education students regarding successful paid employment within the community. The program will provide clothing and shoes to at-risk students within the Special Education Work Experience Class. By providing professional clothing and vocational skills, students will have an increased opportunity to live independently. 

Rasor Elementary School,  Drama Club, $1500

Ashley Bearden

Christine Mello
The Drama Club is an after school program targeted for students in grades 3-5 to explore and gain a creative opportunity to practice oral reading, expression, proper fluency, and cooperation in a collaborative group setting. Students will attend the club once a week after school and will perform a short script at the end of every nine weeks during the school assembly. Students will advance to writing their own scripts with exploring the elements of a story and thinking creatively for set design, props, and costumes. 

Plano West Senior High School and Shepton High School,  Unity for the Youth: Illuminating Minds of the Future, $3000

Lee Ann Begis

Valerie Vanwinkle

This grant will allow us to provide community service programs to several feeder elementary schools. We will be providing mentor activities by teaming up with other high schools to work with students at the elementary level through a variety of activities, such as: Pizza in The Park, Electives Night, 5th Grade Campus Tours, Reading Buddies, Holiday Dreams Program and a variety of other events. 

Beverly Elementary School,  S'More Success Writing Camp, $500

Katie Bohannon
Patsy Bova

Leah Carpenter

Vicki Neumann

Abigail Aguirre
"S’More Success Writing Camp” is a two day “Camping Experience” that extends the writing process in a hands-on learning environment. The camp consists of 5 different camp sites (classrooms), each highlighting one of the “Six Traits” of writing. The goal of the “S’More Success Writing Camp” is not only to facilitate a confidence and love of writing that will last throughout their academic career, but will also last throughout their chosen career paths. 

Barron Elementary School,  Dinosaurs In Class and Out, $1034

Katie Bryan

Bethany Simkins

Cynthia Buggs

Hugh Madrigal

Maritz Lugo

In second grade we spend the last unit of Integrated Curriculum studying evidence, mostly through fossils and dinosaurs. Going on a field trip to the Museum of Nature and Science will allow our students to take their abstract classroom knowledge and combine it with concrete visuals and hands on activities to further solidify their understanding of this concept. 

Bowman Middle School,  Music is Instrumental, $1500

Mark Caspersen

Plano has had a long tradition of a nationally recognized instrumental music program for its students. This experience should be available to all students regardless of their economic status. In today's economy many students are having more difficulty acquiring instruments. With this grant money,our Middle School band would be able to purchase as many as 10 to 15 instruments for economically disadvantaged students. This grant sponsored by The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation.
Plano East Senior High School,  College Prep, $1500

Jessica Chu

Katherine Ruzycki

Phillip Pitts

College Prep is an afterschool program and resource for students that want help with college applications, post-secondary education advice, and SAT/ACT prep. We offer workshops such as writing an application essay, how to apply for financial aid, which college is for you, improving your SAT math score, and more. We strive to improve students’ SAT/ACT scores, better their college applications, and prepare them for post-secondary education. This grant sponsored in part by Murphy Chamber of Commerce.
Weatherford Elementary School,  The Girls' Book Club, $1469

Anna Cordova

Jayme Karen

The Girls' Book Club is an after school program designed to take advantage of girls’ social skills in order to strengthen their reading skills. The program will use recently published books to help students improve their reading comprehension skills and cultivate their love of reading. The program will provide an opportunity for the girls to participate in book discussions and create video book reviews for the campus morning T.V. announcements. 

Beverly Elementary School,  Writing for a Reason!, $165

Nora Davis

Kindergarten students will enthusiastically engage in the writing process with the knowledge that they are writing for a reason! Each Kindergarten student will plan, draft, revise, and edit a poem. These poems will be compiled into a book of poetry that will be published and bound with a hard cover. These poetry books will be donated to local Dallas orphanages and charities so that those children may experience the joy of reading. The Kindergarten students will not only learn about poetry and improve their writing skills through this project but will also learn about empathy, charity, and generosity while making a profound difference in the lives of other children who live nearby. 

Hickey Elementary School,  Character Traits through Literature, Poetry, and Quotations., $1350

Paula Davis

I want to be able to introduce each character trait that is a part of our citizenship criteria by using literature, poetry, and quotations to make the students more aware of these traits and what they mean. Each month there will be a different character trait showcased using specific books that have characters portraying that trait. Poetry will be used along with the quotation of the week which will be announced on our Monday morning broadcasts. 

Weatherford Elementary School,  Kinder Readers Roaring and Ready!, $1500

Sonia Day

The purpose of "Kinder Readers Roaring and Ready!" is to motivate students to read and practice fluent reading at home. Students take home a reading backpack filled with books at their independent level along with age appropriate materials to reinforce reading strategies taught in the classroom. Students will encourage and motivate their families to be excited about reading!. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and local PTAs.
Carpenter Middle School,  Carpenter Economic Leadership Initiative, $366

Joseph deLarios

The Carpenter Economic Leadership Initiative is a student economic program designed to give business minded students the opportunity to explore and gain valuable economic knowledge. In addition to providing students with the opportunity to learn about economic models and the free market, the Carpenter Economic Leadership Initiative also provides a positive environment to help promote financial knowledge and experience of its members. The Carpenter Economic Leadership Initiative culminates by instructing its members in the responsibilities and academics of the free market system and how it transforms not only their personal lives but the world around them. 

Daffron Elementary School,  Successful Science Totes, $800

Linda DeSousa

Successful Science Totes are for primary grade level science resources as well as for teacher demonstrated classroom experiments. They may be shared among classrooms and/or grade levels. They cover a variety of topics from Plants and Animals, to Force, Motion and Energy, Weather, Earth and Space, Rocks and Minerals, and so much more!

Aldridge Elementary School,  Project P.O.P.S. (Power of Partners), $1200

Dawn Devillier

Project P.O.P.S. (Power of Partners) is an afterschool program that serves to meet the social and emotional needs of at risk students in fourth and fifth grades. The primary goal is to raise academic achievement. P.O.P.S. will expand on our 2010-2011 school wide theme of teamwork, and assist at risk students and their families in developing a sense of pride in their education. As students learn to appropriately communicate with their peers, families learn how to support their child’s social and emotional needs, and staff members better understand the dynamics of students who are at risk, we will see our school go from good to great!
Barksdale Elementary School,  The Book Club Box Project, $1500

Paige Edwards

The Book Club Box Project is is a program to excite students about leisure reading with fun and entertaining novels. The librarian will form a Book Club of 3rd through 5th graders that will meet once a month to discuss a variety of genres. These meetings will encourage students to start, keep, or grow their love of reading and possibly develop new reading interests leading them into lifelong reading. The boxes created will bring the materials that the students will need to bring this Book Club to life. 

Hickey Elementary School,  Look Who's Talking!, $1500

Yomaida England

Lynne Bates

Wise, experienced teachers know social interaction is foundational to language development and language is embedded in the context of the daily life of a child. Thus, a carefully planned environment that promotes thoughtful, authentic opportunities to engage in conversations is extremely important. The goal of the Look Who's Talking project is to enrich the Kindergarten Learning Centers' dramatic playtime to develop our English Language Learners' oral language and thereby add to the foundation of their success as students in the Plano Independent School District. 

Barron Elementary School,  For the Love of Books, $720

Miriam Fartook

For the Love of Books is an idea to help students who struggle with reading, still gain access to the same books their peers enjoy, but by different means. The concept is to allow struggling readers access to their favorite books on audiotape - while still working with them on strategies to overcome difficulties when reading written texts. This grant sponsored by The Flextronics Foundation.
Sockwell Center,  Winnie Lyle Children's Medical Emergency Fund, $3000

Sandra Fida

Plano ISD's ultimate goal is to provide an excellent education to all students. However, even though PISD has state-of-the-art technology for the classroom and exemplary teachers and curriculum resources, students must be present to receive these opportunities. Principals, teachers, counselers and nurses can reach out to The Winnie Lyle Children's Medical Emergency Fund to provide assistance to students across the district who have emergent medical needs that prevent them from succeeding in the classroom. This grant sponsored by The Flextronics Foundation.
Jackson Elementary School,  Family Services, $1500

Laura Fix

Kris Benson

Liz Steinbaugh

Jeannette Toledo

Janaye Weldon

Jackson Elementary will be teaming with the Plano Family Literacy program to provide an all English program to our school's second language families. The program consist of a full curriculum for parents including English classes and parenting classes. In addition, the program provides a full curriculum for our children to take part in while their parents are in "school". This grant is sponsored by the Carole Greisdorf fund.
Mendenhall Elementary School,  Discovering Fun!, $701.46

Shannon Gauger

Discovering Fun is a program designed for Special Education students. The students will be engaged in multi-sensory experiences while learning through play. All games are age appropriate and will target individuals with special needs and autism. This grant sponsored by The Flextronics Foundation.
Jackson Elementary School,  The Alphabet in Action, $935.91

Karen Gournay

Alisha Balak

Clara Cochran

Annette Renaud

In order to be successful, students entering first grade need to have a working knowledge of the alphabet and the sounds that individual letters make. The Alphabet in Action program is a set of developmentally appropriate learning centers targeting the population of students who need intervention with learning letters and the sounds each letter makes. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and local PTAs.
Murphy Middle School,  Cultivating a Love of Reading, $1500

Kristin Gray

Erica Penn

Tina Christian

Middle school students often dislike reading because it’s “uncool” or because they have to read what someone tells them to read. In “Cultivating a Love of Reading,” a reading workshop program that allows young adult readers the freedom to choose novels based on their personal interests, the “uncool” factor disappears. After reading each novel, students are able to respond in writing to their reading and/or have time to share their excitement about their books through book recommendation discussions. This grant sponsored by The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation.
Wilson Middle School,  Go Green Team, $1000

Lauren Grenier

Courtney Lillie

The Go Green Team environmental organization will work in coordination with the Plano environmental community. The purpose is to promote environmental awareness by recycling single stream materials, educate students on the importance of nutrition, diet and exercise by planting a vegetable garden and taking the produce to local food banks, and practice conservation. Also, we plan to teach lessons in conjunction with science classes which will focus on eco friendly practices that students can apply in their daily lives. This grant sponsored by The Andrea-Mennen Family Foundation.
Plano East Senior High School, Plano West Senior High School and Plano Senior High School, My College Tour, $3000

Tommy Guynes

Susan Baxley

Dawn Jackson

Martha Will

My College Tour sponsors student college visits related to specific careers and Applied Science degrees located at Collin College, Dallas County Community Colleges and Metroplex Area Career Schools. The college readiness program focuses upon students receiving Special Education services and provides information regarding educational choices, financial planning, and career exploration. My College Tour will provide career / post-secondary educational materials through the community colleges and supplements a vocational library located at the senior high school campuses. 

Christie Elementary School,  Turn up the DRAMA, $1150

Linda Higbee

Turn Up the Drama is a collaborative experience in exploring poetry, choral readings, readers theatre, and performance skills in a fun format. Students will work with peers to put on dramatic events for students in their class, grade level, and to travel around the campus sharing their shows. Lights, camera, action – it’s kids exploring literature with a spotlight on increased literacy skills. 

Vines High School,  "Working my Muscles, Working my Brain, $331.20
Debbie Hutchison

The "Working my Muscles, Working my Brain" grant will use interactive, fun manipulatives to improve balance, flexibility, cardiovascular health, and brain function. The program is based on the principle that John J. Ratey, M.D. brings forward in his book Spark: "The point of exercise is to build and conditon the brain...building muscles and conditioning the heart and lungs are {beneficial}side effects" (3). Providing manipulatives so that every child can participate during all of the class period increases the students' opportunity for growth. 

Forman Elementary School,  The Inquisitive Garden, $1500

Andrea Jaramillo

Ronnie Cantu

Creating and maintaining the "Inquisitive Garden" will enhance our students love for reading and science. Our students will develop a sense of pride and ownership for our campus in becoming actively involved as a gardener, author, and scientist. 

Christie Elementary School,  Math on the Move!, $1295

Lilly Jensby

Christine Kallman

Math on the Move is an ongoing program designed to increase parental involvement, strengthen students’ mathematical understanding and increase academic success through engaging and interactive take-home activity packs. Each kit offers a variety of materials to use at home that support brain-based learning and address students’ specific academic needs. Math on the Move partners with parents to provide students with multiple authentic opportunities to improve their math skills, boost their confidence, and motivate learning!
Haggard Elementary School,  Haggard Homework Help, $750

Erin Kinnaird

Sia Xiong

Haggard Homework Help will incorporate the skills and talents of our AVID students and National Junior Honor Society members to assist all grade level students with homework, studying for quizzes and tests, organization skills, and time management. 

Carpenter Middle School, Schimelpfenig Middle School, Frankford Middle School, Armstrong Middle School, Renner Middle School, Math Activities and Manipulatives for Power, $2000

Barbara Lye

Jennifer Terry

Linda Vetter

Janet Greene

Michelle Edwards

The purpose of this project is to provide a variety of new math activities and manipulatives to students in a middle school Power Math class. Across the district, struggling math students need to be motivated to actively engage in developing skills that were taught in earlier grades. Providing unique hands on resources will help motivate middle school students to conquer these deficiencies and in turn improve performance in class and on tests. This grant sponsored by the Plano ISD Council of PTAs and local PTAs.
Plano Senior High School,  R.O.A.R. (Reaching Out to All Readers), $1500

Jackie McKnight

Sally Ray

R.O.A.R. (Reaching Out to All Readers) will promote the life-long love of reading for young adult students who read at grade levels significantly below that of their peers. With the grant money, a core collection of books will be purchased for students to check out in the library for pleasure reading and for use in classroom “book clubs.” As a result of this project, students will view themselves as readers and realize that the library has books for them. 

Beverly Elementary School,  Kindergarten Cares, $511

Lisa Moody

Nora Davis

Sadie Boley

Kindergartners will develop empathy, generosity, and courtesy while working together to help others in their community. Every Kindergarten student will be given the opportunity to participate in an afterschool service club, Kindergarten Cares, that will meet once per month. The students will strengthen their Plano ISD Citizen and Character Traits as they work on service projects together. 

Thomas Elementary School,  Books of Hope, $500

Amy Moore

Books of Hope is a service-learning program where U.S. schools sponsor a school abroad and create books to help meet the students' educational needs. All Thomas Elementary students will get the opportunity to create and bring an original book based on non-fiction research to the publishing level and send their book to a group of students and teachers in Africa who do not have resources available to them. In addition to creating, writing and illustrating books, student will also have the opportunity to collect and send other supplies for their sponsored school. 

Plano East Senior High School,  APUSH goes to the Amon Carter Museum, $1500

Lynda Morrison

Christina Perez

Richard Sklar

Richard Walker

By visiting the American art collection at the Amon Carter Museum we will teach AP US History, IB US History, and American Studies students to extend their historical thinking. Students will be encouraged to create connections between what they learn from written sources in the classroom and the visual art sources they will experience at the Museum. We hope to instill in our students an increased understanding of visual art within its historical context leading to a life-long interest in history and the arts.
Plano West Senior High School,  Science Lab Technology, $1500

Barbara Pittenger

Julia Drake

Wesley Kirpach

Plano West SHS Life Science Teams utilize technology for inquiry-based labs. The science team will purchase 30 "Go!Link" devices to enable simultaneous class usage of existing technology to supplement the 15 currently on campus. Students will be able to collect data and organize data in tables, graph individual results and answer lab-related questions.
Hendrick Middle School,  HELP (Hendrick Extended Learning Program, $1500

Coryn Prince

Hendrick Extended Learning Program is a program designed to provide individualized assistance to students based on academic need throughout the school year. The program meets every Saturday morning and is staffed by teachers and NHS student volunteers from Clark High School and NJHS student volunteers from Hendrick Middle School. These tutors assist the students with assignments provided by their teachers for remediation and extention of the lessons studied in the classroom. Through objective-driven activities, the students are able to fill in the "gaps" and become more successful both in the classroom and on state standardized tests. 

Dooley Elementary School,  Hunt Elementary School and  Hickey Elementary School, Books-to-Go, $2500

Page Rogers

Susan Geddes

Marissa Campbell

Monica Kelly

Lauren Shaw
“Books-to-Go” will provide various levels of English books, Spanish books, paired English/ Spanish selections, books with compact discs (CDs), portable CD players for check-out and reading incentives to our Mobile Home Park population on PISD's Eastside. We will transport materials and educators ready to check-out books to promote family literacy each week during the summer months. We want to enhance connections between home and school, support English language learners, and enable families to enjoy rich literacy experiences together. 

Wilson Middle School,  Vegetable Garden-Edible Education, $1484

Sharon Russell

The purpose of the vegetable garden is to grow food to be used in the Skills for Living classroom. Students will grow their plants from seed, care for the plants in the garden and cook and eat it together. Extra food will be donated to the Food Pantry. 

Christie Elementary School,  Team Read, $1000

Jennifer Ruth

Team Read is a reading club for boys based on research on gender differences and reading comprehension. This "boys only" format provides opportunities for students to read topics of interest to them. In addition, older boys come as guest speakers to tell what kinds of books he enjoys and model what good readers do. 

Mendenhall Elementary School,  Ready, Set, Play, $700

Rebecca Saathoff

Ready, Set, Play is a before school math program that will give all students who participate an opportunity to experience self directed exploration and learning through math games. Mendenhall will staff and designate an area where children can choose to come from 7:00am-7:30am to ignite and expand their knowledge of mathematics through games. Each child will be involved in working together through board games and working individually utilizing our PISD technology. 

Bowman Middle School,  Raiders On The Move, $1035

Gayle Scott

Patricia Busby

Jonathan Taylor

This is an after school program designed to enhance the academic,oranizational,and social development of Special Education students. The program will include a group of diverse learners who have limited access to resources in their community.The activities and weekly meetings of the after school program will increase their knowledge of community resources and help them to develop needed skills to be successful in life. 

Isaacs Early Childhood School,  Latino Family Literacy Program, $950

Suzana Spina

This is a national program that works with Latino parents and their children to build a regular family reading routine and develop strong English-Language skills. Parents learn to read with their children, pose questions and teach school readiness skills to their children. Together parents and their children learn English vocabulary and simple English language grammar. It promotes literacy, parental involvement, and English language skills. 

Aldridge Elementary School,  Math R.U.L.E.S.* *Real Life. Understanding. Logical Thinking. Equals. Success., $1500

Julie Stanley

Math R.U.L.E.S.* provides backpacks filled with basic supplies, math materials, and manipulatives for at-risk students in grades K-2. Students have ready access to familiar materials needed to reinforce the state standards and to help build a solid foundation in math. Parents can facilitate practice at home using the same materials and games that are introduced in the classrooms. 

Rice Middle School,  7th grade Math Rocks Future City Project, $1210

Catherine Stolarski

The students will design a city 150 years into the future, working with an engineering mentor, writing an analysis, and building a model. Each Future City team consists of 5 people: 3 students, 1 engineering mentor, and a teacher. 

Carlisle Elementary School,  "Break A Leg", $1150

Laura Teague

"Break a Leg", the after-school theater enrichment program, is open to all our 4th and 5th grade students. We meet once a week after school for an hour and a half from October to May where the students go through a mock Broadway theater experience: If a student wants a lead part they have the opportunity to audition, once auditions are complete and lead characters have been cast, all students receive a script, ones with speaking parts learn their lines, all students then proceed to learn songs, learn choreography, block each scene, create the sets, make their costumes, and perform it in May in front of audiences. 

Clark High School,  AVID 212, $1500

Lauren Wallace

At 211 degrees, water is hot. At 212 degrees, it boils. One extra degree of effort can yield incredible results. The AVID 212 grant will offer student incentives for academic success on our campus. By rewarding students for their individual accomplishments and positive behavior, they will begin to recognize that making one degree of change in their study habits can equal success in high school and acceptance into the college of their choice. 

Sigler Elementary School,  M.A.T.H. = Math Achievement Together @ Home, $1500

Tifani Wells

Nikki Smith

Luz Valentin

Maria Marquez

Suzie Ouellette
M.A.T.H. will increase student achievement through mathematical enrichment and parental involvement. Through parent education, all students and their parents will be provided an opportunity to reach their mathematical potential. Kinesthetic materials will allow for students to have hands-on experiences at home. 

Beverly Elementary School,  IC My World: Putting the Pieces together in a Centralized Structured Classroom for students with severe Autism, Behavior and Communication disorders., $439.93

Carole West

Rachel Emmer

Alison Bitter

"IC My World" provides an Integrated Curriculum of Science and Social Studies for our students with severe autism, behavior and communication disorders. It enables our students to have access to the general education curriculum by providing specialized instruction and materials on the pre-requisite skills for these subjects. The program was written and developed by teachers in a Centralized Classroom, based on the Plano ISD curriculum and adapted for our students. This grant sponsored by The Flextronics Foundation.
Rasor Elementary School,  Athletic Academy Fitness Club, $955

Chantelle Wiley

In a world where students are becoming less and less active and more sedentary with the invention of all the new technology to keep them occupied, it is important for children to understand the importance of being physically active in their lives. With a program that makes exercise FUN for kids by using technology combined with physical fitness, provided in the school setting, students will learn the importance of developing healthy habits while they are young. This program will enable students to gain a lifelong change to be healthy that will benefit them until adulthood. 

Plano West Senior High School,  Changing Weather, $900

Michael Williams

Establish an electronic weather station for the Special Education Department at a Senior High School. The station will be used as an instructional tool to help students apply concepts and specific skills that correlate to classroom instruction in basic math curriculum strands. Additionally, it will provide a career exploration opportunity for special education students in the context of their individual transition plan. 

Vines High School,  TAKS Science Camp, $1500

Kristi Wittman

Erin Highfill

Vines Science Camp is an interactive opportunity for all sophomores to be able to prepare in a non-traditional manner to be successful on the science TAKS test. Students attend five days of varied learning activities addressing the five science objectives on the science TAKS test. The goal is to get students re-energized and excited about science in order that to build their self-efficacy that they are able to do their best on the science TAKS test. 

Bowman Middle School,  After School Art, $350

Daniel Zock

A twice weekly after school Art program that gives students the opportunity to participate in art activities. This program is open to current art students and also those students who would not normally be able to take Art during their regular daily schedule. This program is designed for both advanced and novice students alike. 

