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Plano speech coach inducted into state hall of fame 

Story by Nancy Long; Photos by John Pippard 

Karen Wilbanks, speech teacher and coach at Plano Senior High School, was 

recently inducted into the Texas Forensic Association (TFA) Hall of Fame. Ms. 

Wilbanks, the TFA president, was surprised with the esteemed honor at the 

October meeting, held in conjunction with the annual Texas Speech 

Communications Association conference in Dallas. â€œThis award was a 

complete surprise as it usually is awarded posthumously or to people who are 

close to retirement.â€� said Ms. Wilbanks, â€œLuckily, I fit neither of those 

categories.â€� Read more 

Save the date  
for 'Ski Plano 2010' 
The Plano ISD Education Foundation 

invites you to don your ski sweaters, 

scarves and hats to warm yourself at 

"Ski Plano 2010" on January 30, at 

Employees generously 
give the 'United Way' 
Plano ISD employees contributed 

$157,608 to the 2009 United Way "Live 

United" campaign. "Once again, our 

employees offered their generous 

 

 

 

 

Mendenhall teacher captures 
'Educator of the Year' award 
from Collin County LULAC 

Story: Mary Gorden; Photos: John Pippard 

Christine Barrantes, intervention specialist 

at Mendenhall Elementary School, is 

described by Principal Karen Noble as "full 

of passion for kids. She reaches out to 

students, parents and the community to 

make a difference in their lives."  

For her dedication to education, Christine 

will be awarded "Educator of the Year" by 

LULAC (League of United Latin American 

Citizens) Collin County this evening, 

October 22, at the organization's annual 

awards banquet at Southfork Ranch Hotel.  

10/26 Red Ribbon Week

11/1 Daylight Saving Ends

11/3 School Board Meeting

11/10 Isaacs ECS Dedication

View full calendar
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Around the district 

Board briefs 

The Plano ISD Board of Trustees conducted a work session on Tuesday, 

October 20, at Sockwell Center. Trustees reviewed the work of the appointed 

Feeder School Alignment Committee and elected to allow more time to consider 

Southfork Ranch. The annual 

fundraising event will include exciting 

new exciting features such as 

dancing to the music of Mars Hills, an 

exclusive VIP reception for major 

underwriters, the Neiman Marcus 

Avalanche raffle, one of a kind 

live auction items and much more. This 

year's event is sure to be "Icy 

Hot" with live auction items like the 

Lexus sampler, dinner for 10 in your 

home catered by Central Market, a 

shopping spree at Shops at Willow 

Bend and much, much more! 

Ski Plano 2010 Website 

support of United Way agencies to help 

ensure that critical services are 

available to individuals and families in 

North Texas," reported Karla Oliver, 

executive director for government and 

community relations and Plano ISD 

United Way campaign chair. "Our 

campus and department coordinators 

are to be commended for their efforts 

and for sharing information with 

employees about the many United Way

agencies which benefit from our 

employees' support." Many schools 

and departments made this year's list 

of United Way Goal Busters 

The Plano ISD Board of 

Trustees invites you to 

the Isaacs Early 

Childhood School 

dedication ceremony to 

be held at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, November 10, 

at the school, 3400 East 

Parker Road in Plano. 

School namesake is 

Sara Isaacs, Plano ISD 

retired teacher and 

administrator. Invitation 

Plano West Senior High 

School students had the 

opportunity to visit with 

several U.S. 

Congressional Medal of 

Honor recipients 

recently. The war 

heroes visited local 

schools to promote the 

Medal of Honor's legacy 

of courage, sacrifice, 

service and patriotism. 

View photos from the 

event. 

Plano ISD's Diversity 

Advisory Committee 

invites staff and 

community members to 

nominate Plano ISD 

individuals and/or 

groups for the 2010 

Diversity Leadership 

Awards, which will be 

presented at the school 

district's January 21 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Tribute. Nominations 

are due December 4. 

Digest: What is your main objective as 

intervention specialist at Mendenhall? 

Christine: My main goal is to use my 

creativity and compassion for struggling 

students to help them set high goals and 

reach them. I work with students and their 

parents and the educators on our campus 

to make this goal a reality. 

Digest: What are some of your major 

resonsibilities on the campus? 

Christine: Students at Mendenhall know 

me as "the science lab teacher," because 

all students in grades 3-5 spend 45 minutes 

each week in our science lab, which I 

coordinate. In the lab, students participate 

in hands-on activities that lead to better 

understanding of science concepts. 

I also serve as integrated vertical team 

leader for science and social studies, 

grades K-5. I've also sponsor our building's 

science fair for 10 years. Through LULAC, I 

enjoy sponsoring a reading club for first and 

second grade students and a Parenting 

Academy, which has been very successful 

on our campus. 

Digest: How do you reach out to families? 

Christine: We've made great strides 

through our Parenting Academy. This group 

started several years ago with about 12 

parents. This week, 50 parents participated 

in our kick-off meeting. We start the year by 

discussing goals for their students. It's so 

exciting to see our parents ask lots of 

questions and show great interest in 

preparing their students for post-secondary 

education. 

Read more 
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two very important submissions from the committee. School Board President 

Lloyd Jenkins formed two subcommittees of board members, one to research 

the guiding principle of no split feeders and one to research balancing school 

enrollment based on socioeconomic factors. All board members expressed the 

need for more time to study the communityâ€™s concerns, making December 

15 the target date for a final decision. 

Read Notable Notes here, or select the button at the top right of this page.  

   

 

Read the press release 

 

Visit the feeder school alignment website
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Karen Wilbanks (continued) 

Karen emphasized, "The type of achievement represented by this award is only 

possible because of the complete support of the Plano Independent School 

District, Principal Dr. Doyle Dean, Coaches Cheryl Potts and Patti Weinbrenner

with whom I work, and the incredible students of Plano Senior High School. I 

see it as a 'Team Plano' award." 

Ms. Wilbank's induction into the Hall of Fame honors her TFA service, 

leadership and her excellence in coaching. As a PSHS teacher for 16 years, 

her students have won numerous state and national team and individual 

awards, and the speech program has more than tripled in size. 

She has held numerous TFA offices including vice president-elect and vice-

president. In support of her presidency and speech education, Plano ISD 

Superintendent Dr. Doug Otto is serving on the TFA Executive Council. 

"Iam so honored to have Dr. Otto serving on this Council," she said. "It is 

another indicator of how awesome Plano is and how generous Dr. Otto is with 

his time." 

Ms. Wilbanks, an educator with 24 years of teaching experience, has previously 

coached debate and is currently coaching duet acting, drama interpretation, 

original oratory and poetry interpretation.  
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Kathy Kuddes, Plano ISD director of fine arts, stated, "Karen Wilbanks is an 

outstanding speech teacher and coach. Her passion for her subject and her 

students is obvious in all that she does. The PSHS speech team has become a 

dominant force in Texas and across the nation under her leadership." 

Ms. Wilbanks explained, "In Plano ISD, our speech programs are successful 

because we teach fundamentals in classes during the school day. These 

concepts include how to choose a script and how to create a character. We 

also teach to the whole student with instruction on how to present oneself 

successfully. The coaching, which occurs before school, during lunch and after 

school, is an extension of the classroom work." 

Michael Urie, star of the popular television show "Ugly Betty" is one of Ms. 

Wilbanks' former national champions. Former students Michael Washington, 

Brandon Weinbrenner and Joel Rainwater, are performing professionally in the 

theater, television and movies.  

 

PSHS graduates excelling in professions such as business and law frequently 

tell their teacher how useful their speech knowledge is to their careers. One of 

her students shared that he is using his speech skills as an interrogator in the 

army. 

Ms. Wilbanks and husband, Frank, are the parents of two daughters -- an 

attorney in Texas and an actress in Chicago. 
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Christine Barrantes (continued) 

Digest: In what ways do you begin early to teach literacy skills to young 

learners? 

Christine: Our Young Readers Program for 

students in first and second grade has helped 

more than 300 young learers develop a love 

for reading and, ultimately, be successful in 

school. In this program, we partner with 

volunteers from the Collin College LULAC 

Young Adults Council, many of whose 

members were once mentored in the young 

readers program and who now serve as mentors to young readers.  

"I am a big believer in high school students getting involved in community 

service. I sponsor the LULAC Youth because I feel the group is a valuable 

resource to helping students prepare for college."  

Digest: What are some of your favorite activities that promote learning at 

Mendenhall? 

Christine: I most enjoy the messy, gooey hands-on experiments in our science 

lab. I taught fifth grade at Mendenhall for 10 years before I became the school's 

Title 1 specialist. In all those years, I served as science fair chairperson. I 

helped grow the materials we have available in our school science lab with 

grants from the Plano ISD Education Foundation and funding from district 

grants and even through monies granted from Plano East Senior High School's 

successful Advanced Placement state awards. 

I also enjoy serving as history fair sponsor at our school and as co-sponsor of a 

Morning Adventure Club. This group meets before school and focuses on 

reading and science, with fifth grade students serving as mentors to the 

younger students.  
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Digest: Where did you nurture your love of community service? 

Christine: My parents set the example when I was very young. I traveled with 

them throughout the United States and attended 15 different schools by the 

time I graduated from high school. After earning my degree from Upper Iowa 

University, I joined the Peace Corps and worked in Costa Rica developing a 

sheltered workshop for the handicapped that is still in operation.  

Digest: What do you believe helps students succeed in school? 

Christine: I believe that both students and their parents enjoy learning and 

mastering skills and concepts when you make learning fun and hands-on. Our 

students are excited about learning, and their parents are interested in ensuring 

their success in school. Through multiple programs at Mendenhall, we build 

critical relationships with families. That builds trust and sets the stage for future 

success. 

 

More About Christine 

Professional Experience 

Mendenhall Elementary, Plano Texas 

1996-present 
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 Intervention Specialist- Working primarily with 3rd through 5th graders 

in the area of math and science (2009-present)  

 Science Lab Teacher - creating and running the school science lab and 

teaching hands-on labs to 3rd through 5th graders each week (2006-

present)  

 Title 1 Teacher - working with at risk students and coaching fellow 

teachers primarily in the areas of science and math (2008-2009)  

 Bilingual 5th grade teacherÂ (1996-2007)  

 Science and Social Studies Vertical Team Leader (1998-present)  

 5th grade Team Leader (2000-2006)  

 Parenting Academy Co-sponsor (2006-present)  

 Morning Adventure Science Club (2009)  

 Bilingual Team Leader (1999-2009)  

 Mendenhall Teacher of the Year (2000 and 2004)  

 PTA Life Time Member Honor (2000)  

 Plano ISD Education Foundation Grant Winner (2004, 2006 and 2008)  

 Plano East Senior High School grant recipientÂ for science lab 

materials (2007)  

 Coordinator of LNESC Young Readers Program 9 enrichment reading 

for 1st and 2nd graders (1998-present)  

 Plano ISD Faculty Council Representative (2007-2009)  

 Site Based Management Committee (1998-2000, 2004-2006 and 2008-

2010)  

 Science Fair Chairperson (1998-present)  

 History Chairperson (1998-present)  

 Mendenhall 5th Grade Science/Volleyball Summer Camp Coordinator 

(2009)  

Richardson ISD Academy 

 4th grade Bilingual Teacher (1995-1996)  

Davis Elementary, Plano Texas 

 5th grade Bilingual Teacher (1993-1995)  

John Haley Elementary School, Irving, Texas 

 5th Grade Teacher (1992-1993)  

 4th Grade Teacher (1991-1992)  

 5th Grade Integrated Curriculum Writer  

 Site Based Management Committee (1991-1993)  

Plano ISD District Positions 

 Math Curriculum Writer (2008)  

 New Teacher Trainer (2002-2005)  

 Summer School Bilingual Teacher (1997-2006)Â   
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 Summer School Curriculum Specialist (2007-2009)  

 Bilingual Language Arts Curriculum Writer (1995)  

Professional Development 

 TEA Tax Review Committee (2004, 2005, 2007,2008, and 2009)  

 60 or more professional development hours per yearÂ (1991-2009)  

 NASA Liftoff Teacher Training (summer 2009)  

 Texas A&M Geology CampÂ (summer 2008)  

 CAST presenter Fall (2008)  

 Region 10 Professional Certification Trainer (1995-1999)  

 Region 10 Professional Certification Board (1993-2007)  

 Gifted and Talented Training (40 hours)  

Education 

 University of Northern Texas, Denton Texas,  

Master of Education (2000)  

 Upper Iowa University Fayette, Iowa 

Bachelors of Arts; Double Major in Art and Business (1980)  

Additional Background 

 English As Second Language Teacher Costa Rica (1984-1986)  

 United States Peace Corp Volunteer Trainee Guatemala (1981)  

 United States Peace Corps Volunteer (1982-1984)  

 LULAC Youth Adviser (2004-present)  

 Actively involves volunteering with LULAC Youth (since 2000)Â   

 Saint Joseph Catholic Church Steven Minister (2003-2007)  

Back to District Digest  
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Plano Independent School District 
Board of Trustees 

invites you to attend a celebration dedicating 

Sara Isaacs Early Childhood School 
3400 East Parker Road, Plano

6:50 p.m. 
Tuesday, November 10, 2009 

Reception to follow

(See parking information on back)

33298-PISD_invite.indd   1 10/20/09   6:35:19 AM
















