
 

 
 
 
Tabs 
Once an article has been selected, four tabs will appear at the top of the article page.  The 
functionality and content within each tab is explained below.  
 

 
 
 

Home Tab 
The Home tab will send students back to the first page where they can choose another 
article from a different magazine. The magazine names may be familiar, as they are the 
same names as those in the Reading Advantage print magazines. All of the articles in 
the Reading Advantage eZines series are new, however.  
 
At any time during the reading of the article, the student can click on the Home tab to 
return to the Home page. 

 
eZine Tab 
When an article is selected, students are taken to the eZine section where they can read 
the article and complete related activities and quizzes. Students can also access other 
articles from the same magazine.  
 
Glossary Tab 
The Glossary tab will list the vocabulary words used in all twenty articles of the CD-
ROM.   
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Help Tab 
The Help tab will take students to a page with additional information designed to assist 
students in using the Reading Advantage eZines program. 

 
 
eZine Articles 
The articles feature a variety of media including images, audio, and text. Depending on how 
long a page is, it may be necessary to use the scroll bar to see the entire page. To move 
between pages, click on the right or left arrow on the bottom corners of each page. 

 
 

 

 
Students may control 
the text size through the 
drop-down menu at the 
bottom of the page. 
There are three options 
for text size: Medium, 
Large, and Larger. 
 
 
 
 

Article Tip: Do not delete, add, or modify the text of the articles as they are read because this 
will interfere with the audio and text synchronization. To play the audio in the middle of a 
sentence, put the cursor where desired and select "Play." Refresh the browser if any of the 
article text is accidentally edited. 

 
Audio 
The audio for each article will begin 
automatically when the student opens the first 
page. The student can control the audio by 
using the buttons that appear in the top right-
hand corner of each page.  

 
Each button lets the student control the audio as described below. 
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Back to the Beginning 

 
 
Rewind 

 
 
Stop 
  
 
Play 

 
 
Fast Forward 

 
 
Volume 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students can begin the audio at any point on the page by placing the cursor on a specific word 
and clicking the Play button. 
 
Audio Tip: If the synchronization between the words and the audio is off, refresh the browser. 
Be sure to print answers before refreshing, though, or answers will be lost. 

 
 
Vocabulary Words 
The bolded words on each page refer to 
vocabulary terms. When a student double-
clicks on a bolded word in the text, the 
definition and part of speech will appear i
a pop-up window. The student can click 
on Play to hear the word pronounced. 
Some words are also represented visually 
with artwork.  

n 

these prompts will not app

 
To go back to the article, the student may 

click on the Close Window button. 
 
Activities 

Activities can be turned on or off in an article by using the drop-
down menu at the bottom of the eZines page. When the activities are 
on, prompts will appear within the article. The student will click on 
these prompts to access the activities.  When the activities are off, 
ear. 
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An Activity button will appear at the bottom of those pages that have an 
activity. Finish reading the page before you complete the activity.  
 
When the student clicks on this button, a short answer, multiple choice, or matching activity 
will appear in a pop-up window. Activities are designed to ensure that students are learning the 
strategy and skill that each article targets.   
 
Each activity will display a title that reflects its reading strategy. The following is a list of 
strategies and corresponding activity titles:   

 
 
 

 

Great Source Strategy Activity Title 
Understand Text Structure How is it organized? 

Monitor Understanding (Retell, Visualize) Tell it like you see it. 
Summarize What just happened? 

Engage (Connect, Predict) Think about it! 
Critical Reading What did that mean? 
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In the short answer activities, the student will be asked to think about a question and then 
provide a brief response. Instructions for the short answer activities will be as follows: “Read 
the following. Type your response in the text box. Then click Submit.”  When the student has 
finished typing his or her answer in the box provided, he or she can click on either the Cancel 
or Submit button. If the student decides to cancel, the answer will not be saved. 
 

 
 

In the multiple choice activities, the student will be asked a question for which he or she must 
find the most appropriate answer. The student selects an answer by clicking on the radio button 
next to it and then clicking the Submit button. The student can also click the Cancel button to 
go back to the article without answering the question. 
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When the student clicks on the Submit button, feedback to his or her answer will appear. If the 
answer is incorrect, the student will be able to change his or her answer an unlimited number of 
times. The student can return to the article by clicking on the Close Window button. 
 
There are two kinds of matching activities. The first kind features drop-down menus.  
Instructions for the drop-down matching activities will be as follows: “Read the following.  For 
each item, select an answer from the drop-down menu.  Then click Submit.”  The student 
chooses the answer from the drop-down menu that best matches the item on the left. When he 
or she is finished, the student clicks on the Submit button. 
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Once the student clicks on the Submit button, only the correct answers will remain on the 
screen. The student then has the option to change the answer an unlimited number of times.  
He or she can return to the article by clicking on the Close Window button. 
 

 
 
The second kind of matching activity is the match-line activity.  Instructions for the match-line 
activities will be as follows: “Read the following. For each item, drag and drop the answer that 
matches it best. Then click Submit.”  The student will drag and drop the answer from the word 
bank that best matches each item. He or she can click the Submit button to check the answers, 
or the Cancel button to go back to the article. 
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After submitting his or her answers, the student will be able to see the correct matches. 
 

 
 
 

When the student has submitted his or her answers and closed 
the activity window, the Print Answers button will become 
active. The student can then click it to print his or her results. 
 
 
Activity Tip: Only click "Submit" in an activity pop-up window when the question has been 
answered. The Session Record counts each click on "Submit" as an activity submission.  
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Quizzes 
At the end of every article is a quiz. The student will be asked to answer six multiple-choice 
questions by clicking on the appropriate radio button. The quiz instructions will be as follows: 
“Answer the questions below and click on the Submit button when you are finished.” The 
scroll bar on the right allows the student to view the rest of the questions. When the student is 
finished, he or she will click the Submit button at the bottom of the page.  
 

 

 
  
After the student clicks Submit, feedback will appear beneath each quiz question. If the student 
misses three or more questions, they will get the following message: “Good try, even though 
you missed more than three questions. To improve your reading skills, please reread and take 
the quiz again.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The quiz can be 
printed by 
clicking on the 
Print Answers 
button at the 
bottom of the 
page. 
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Exiting an Article 
Students may exit an article in one of three ways:  
 

1. Select another article from the drop-down menu at the top of the screen  
2. Close the web browser  
3. Click the Exit button.   

 
Students should be careful when exiting an article via any of these methods as their answers to 
activity and quiz questions will not be saved. Only by printing their responses will there be a 
record of their work.  
 
If students try to go to another article before printing their work, they will get a warning 
message. Only with Internet Explorer will they get a message if they try to close the browser or 
click the Exit button before printing. The message will give students the option to Print or to 
Continue without printing. If you wish for your students to produce a record of their work, 
instruct them to click Print.   
 
 
Session Records 
The session record tracks a student’s performance. After completing an activity or quiz, the 
Print Answers button becomes active. (The button is no longer grayed out). The student can 
then print out his or her results.   
 
Every time a student prints, the session record will track the last submissions by the student for 
the activities and quizzes in the current article. 

 
Printable Session Records include: 

• Student Name 
• Magazine Theme 
• Article Name 
• Strategies and Skills Covered 
• Vocabulary Words in the article 
• Multiple Choice Questions with student answers and the correct answers  
• Short Response Questions with student answers 
• How many attempts the student made before getting the correct answers 

 
 

***NOTE*** On a PC you need to click Print twice in order to print both pages of your 
answers. On a Mac, you need to click OK and Print twice to print both pages. 
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Research 
 
The Challenge 
The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, has placed a national spotlight on the critical issue of 
reading proficiency. As a result of NCLB, educators across the nation face the challenge of 
helping their students read at or above grade level by the end of the third grade; however, many 
students in higher grades continue to struggle with reading. In fact, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics: 
 

o Only 31% of fourth graders are reading at or above proficient 
o Only 32% of eighth graders are reading at or above proficient 
(Source: The Nation's Report Card) 

 
There are multiple reasons why so many students are not reading on grade level. Some students 
struggle due to learning disabilities and special needs; others simply have learning styles that 
traditional instructional materials do not always support. Still other students struggle with 
reading because English is not their native language. Great Source’s Reading Advantage 
eZines provides support for all students who struggle with reading so that they can improve 
their skills, strengthen their confidence, and advance towards the goal of reading proficiency. 
The eZines complement the lessons students complete in the Reading Advantage print 
materials, resulting in increased skill, confidence, and motivation. 

 
 

Technology allows lessons to meet the needs of the individual student with a flexible 
approach to instruction. 
 
The support offered by the Reading Advantage eZines is grounded in a powerful approach to 
teaching and learning that meets students’ individual learning needs ( This approach is called 
the Universal Design for Learning Framework, or UDL (Gordon, 2002). Unlike the fixed print 
medium, digital media are flexible and customizable for different learning styles. This key 
element of flexibility is an integral part of the Reading Advantage eZines program. Students 
are able to turn audio support on and off, as well as modify features such as text size.  
 
In addition to advocating the idea of flexibility, the Center for Applied Special Technology 
outlines three principles of teaching that multimedia-learning tools should support in order to 
assist at-risk students.  These principles are to teach students to: 
 

 Recognize essential cues and patterns 
 Master skillful strategies for action 
 Engage with learning 

 
Both the content and the format of the Reading Advantage eZines CD-Rom series adhere to 
these three principles. For example, the eZines help students to recognize cues and patterns in 
reading through activities that focus on text structure. The eZines also help students to master 
comprehension strategies such as visualizing, summarizing, and understanding sequence. 
Finally, through the combination of visual and audio support, the eZines engage students in the 
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reading process. As a result, students are able to focus on improving their comprehension, 
vocabulary, and overall reading fluency. In addition, as they experience success with the 
activities and quizzes, their motivation and confidence are likely to grow. 
 
Technology and Struggling Learners 
 
The potential benefits of software such as eZines to struggling learners are numerous.  For 
students who have difficulty focusing, visual and audio aids help students stay on task and 
work independently. In turn, students gain the opportunity to make learning decisions on their 
own and advance at their own pace.  
 
Learning technologies like eZines also help students who have difficulty demonstrating their 
understanding through writing. While typing, students who might otherwise be hindered by 
concerns about penmanship and legibility are able to express their ideas more easily (Graves, 
1994). The eZines afford students this opportunity through short answer writing prompts.  
 
For students who lack self-awareness in their learning process, the eZines offer support in the 
form of feedback and opportunities for reflection. For each multiple choice and matching 
activity, incorrect as well as correct answers are immediately identified. This feature allows 
students to think about their responses and self-correct. As students reflect and progress, they 
engage in their own learning process.  
 
The audio features in the eZines program offer support to students with special needs, such as 
dyslexia and auditory impairments. Every article and glossary word is narrated and can be 
heard repeatedly if desired to help students overcome the barrier of decoding and 
pronunciation in order to achieve comprehension. In addition to supporting students with 
dyslexia and auditory impairments, the audio components offer additional aid to students 
whose native language is not English.  Hearing the text as students read along helps them make 
connections between oral language and the printed word (Masterson, Apel, & Wood, 2002) 
and provides students with a fluent model of reading aloud.   
 
Visually impaired students can also benefit from the Reading Advantage eZines program. 
Controls over text size and the available audio allow students access to information that might 
otherwise be out of reach. As well, eZines is compatible with the JAWS and WindowEyes 
Screen Reader software. 
 
All of the above features allow struggling readers to become engaged in the learning process. 
They offer the flexibility and support necessary for students to be able to work at the own pace 
as they progress towards reading proficiency. 
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