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Finding YOUR best fit: 
What things determine best fit?

Location
Price of Attendance

Campus Size
Majors offered
Campus Vibe

Housing
Sports

Greek life

 



“What drives earnings isn’t the luster of the diploma but the type of person in possession of it...A 
good student can get a good education just about anywhere, and a student who’s not that 
serious about learning isn’t going to get much benefit.” 

-Frank Bruni, Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be:  An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania

3,600,000 High School Graduates

Grads in Higher 
Education2,000,000

Ivy League Freshmen14,000

Harvard Freshmen1950

Finding YOUR fit: 
Be realistic in your expectations

 

 



http://www.bigfuture.org/

https://student.naviance.com/academyhs

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-education

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/choices/articles/college-personality-quiz

Finding YOUR fit: 
Tools

 

http://www.bigfuture.org/
https://student.naviance.com/academyhs
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-education
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/choices/articles/college-personality-quiz


2 Reach Institutions
Colleges where your chances of gaining admission are 
less than 50/50

2-3 Target Institutions
Colleges where your likelihood of your admission is
better than 50/50

1-2 Likely Institutions
Colleges where you are confident that you will be admitted

Application Distribution

 



https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/

If you have not taken an ACT or SAT, that’s okay. 
Many universities have suspended their SAT/ACT 
requirement for admission purposes.  Most of you 
took an SAT at school last spring.  If a score is not 
required, submit that score if it will benefit you. 
Most of you have an SAT score from March when 
you took it here at school.

How do you know if it will benefit you?

Look at the freshman profile and see how your 
score compares to those in the freshman class.

www.compassprep.com

Check the common data set for each school:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5SOVHPbC5E

If it is required, of course submit your score.

SAT/ACT  Testing

  
  

 

 

https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/
http://www.compassprep.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5SOVHPbC5E


Transcripts are the official record of your academic performance in high school credit courses.

Your official high school transcript is a required component of all college applications.  Some schools allow you 
to self report but will require a final transcript at the end of the year.  We ask that you request one in Naviance 
even if they allow you to self report.  (Texas A&M, for example, asks for a SRAR)

Colleges only accept official transcripts-never one that you hand them.

Our registrar, Mrs. Bousquet sends all transcripts and all transcripts must be requested from her through 
Naviance, including those that you need for scholarship applications. 

If you earn dual credit through Collin College, you will do the same through Collin:

https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/support/transcript.html

Today you will request a copy of your transcript to assist you in completing your applications.

Transcripts

 

https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/support/transcript.html


View of a T 



What class is this??
Science:

Engdprs= Engineering Design & Problem Solving
Envirsys= Environmental Systems

Fine Arts:
ART1MCOMArt & Media Communication 1
Art 2

Technology Applications:
DIMEDIA= Digital Media

Vocational Education:
PRINIT= Principles of Information Technology
ENGDSPR 1= Engineering Design & Presentation
PRINMAN= Principles of Manufacturing

Other:
ART2MCOM= Art & Media Communication 2
TAWEBDN= Web Design



● English IV

● Pre Calculus or Calculus*

● U.S. Government   (.5)

● Computer Science I

● Art III*

● Scientific Research & Design

● LOTE:  Spanish/French*

Senior Year Credits



We send your records to the colleges you are applying to through Naviance.  This includes your transcript, 
letters or recommendation, and counselor letters.

Naviance Student IntroductionLink to 
instructions

Naviance 

https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/folders/Naviance%20Student/media/c816c279-8f1f-44bc-854c-830f940de62d/embed
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https://www.pisd.edu/Page/20057


Naviance Student



Home: main screen that will lead you to every other screen
Courses: underclassmen will enter the courses they are taking each year
Colleges: list of apps, transcript requests, scholarship information, colleges on campus
Careers: explore careers, find your personal strengths, career videos
About me: take a career assessment, graduation survey
Planner: calendar you can fill in

You will spend the most time in Colleges & Careers

Navigating naviance
where to find what



Naviance Home page



Help Videos from Naviance:
https://www.screencast.com/t/Eibj9gqU

This is where you will list the colleges you are applying to and manage your 
transcript requests.  You can also monitor when your materials have been sent 

to each university..

Colleges I’m applying to!



Colleges I’m applyin 



Add Application 



Choose Initial transcript

Choose Where you are sending 

Click on Request and Finish

We do not send test scores



Wh 



Requesting a Transcript

Video Instructions from Naviance:
https://www.screencast.com/t/Eibj9gqU



Mana 



Request a c 



Transcr 



https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/playlists/College%20Applications%20Video%20Series?me
diaSetId=eccfdd78-3854-41a8-b806-15b1bf80bec6

Letters of Recommendation

https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/playlists/College%20Applications%20Video%20Series?mediaSetId=eccfdd78-3854-41a8-b806-15b1bf80bec6
https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/playlists/College%20Applications%20Video%20Series?mediaSetId=eccfdd78-3854-41a8-b806-15b1bf80bec6


Requestin 



Clic 



You may decide if a letter of 
recommendation should be sent to all 
schools you are applying to should receive 
letters or only certain schools. 
If a school does not require LORs, 
Naviance will not allow us to send them. 

 



LOR Summary
1. Send an email request to facilitator more than two weeks before it is due-the earlier the better

2. When they reply, send a follow up email letting them know they will receive an email from Naviance

3. Put your request in Naviance AFTER you have confirmed that the facilitator will write one for you

4. Monitor your requests as reminder emails may be needed

For LOR outside PAHS, give the recommender a stamped addressed envelope to mail it directly to the 
University admissions office. 

Typically these are not handed to the requestor but sent directly to the institution.



Apply Texas Application
● Accepted by ALL Texas public institutions
● Accepted by MOST Texas private institutions
● Complete once and send to multiple institutions
● Check your chosen institution’s essay requirement
● Collin College has their own application.

*** If a university offers two ways to apply such as ApplyTexas or an institution specific application, use 
ApplyTexas. *** This makes the process much smoother.

ApplyTexas allows you to start an application to a single school, completely finish and submit it and 
then when you are ready to start the next application, you will have the choice to “copy a previously 
submitted application and simply choose your major at that particular school, upload your essay and 
answer any college specific questions at that school and then submit. 

*** Do not start multiple separate applications for different schools in Texas.  Get through one first, then 
copy and paste it. *** 

https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/gen/c_start.WBX

 

https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/gen/c_start.WBX


Apply Texas Instructions
Apply Texas Step by Step directions:

https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/html/fresh18_help.html

Essay Questions: A, B, C, D for some majors, Some require certain essays, some require none

● Create an account:  applytexas.org
● Fill in background information on application
● For Activity Section:

● Extracurricular
● Community or Volunteer Service
● Talents, Awards, Honors
● Employment, Internships, Summer Activities

● Use an email that you check consistently and frequently.
● Record any usernames and passwords-different for each University when you create an account at 

each of those institutions. You will also create a seperate one for ApplyTexas

https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/html/fresh18_help.html


Each institution ma 
payin 
institution-som 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKReiDh-0no
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zh6RMDLpRU


The Common Application
● Used by over 700 schools nationwide

● Like ApplyTexas, one application can be submitted to multiple schools

● Most Common App schools require a letter of recommendation from a teacher and a counselor 

letter of recommendation. Ask for LORs early!

www.commonapp.org

● Create an account

● Add schools to your list

● Understand what each institution is looking for from you-test requirements, GPA requirements, 

Personal Essay, Choice Essay, etc

● Have your resume updated and handy

***You must sign the FERPA waiver within CommonApp and link your CommonApp to Naviance. 

These are within the app.  You must have these schools listed on your Colleges I’m Applying To

list in Naviance before you can match the two. ***

https://www.youtube.com/c/CommonAppMedia/featured

 

http://www.commonapp.org
https://www.youtube.com/c/CommonAppMedia/featured


● You can self report scores in the testing area

● The activity section limits you to 10...they should be in order of importance to you.

● Essay prompts offer options that allow you to demonstrate your intellectual curiosity.

● Under the dashboard, you can see the different requirements for each school you are applying to.

Good to know



https://www.hobsons.com/resources/how-to-match-your-common-app-and-naviance-accounts/
https://www.screencast.com/t/gxEQkElyo1

Common App matching

● Include your internship under the Activities section
● Some universities have you self-report grades and 

courses See under the Common App tab
You must still request a transcript in Naviance

● You have the ability to upload items from Google Drive
● Common App mobile companion:  OnTrack
● Common App will ask you about rank. 

Choose NONE from the drop down menu
 

https://www.hobsons.com/resources/how-to-match-your-common-app-and-naviance-accounts/
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https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts


Common App support



● Write about something that's important to you.

● Choose a topic that will highlight you

● Don't just recount—reflect! ...Show don’t tell...show, show, show

● Being funny is tough. ...

● Start early and write several drafts. ...

● No repeats. ...

● Answer the question being asked. ...

● Share your essay with two people for input

● Keep it personal and professional

● Be positive-focus on the change versus circumstance

● Ms. Fletcher and Mrs. Conner are always happy to read and offer comments 

BigFutureTips

College Essay hints

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/tips-for-writing-an-effective-application-essay-college-admissions


Applications under review look at:
● GPA/Rank

● SAT/ACT

● Curriculum

● Resume

● Essay

● Letters of Recommendation

● Individual circumstances

● Upward trending

Holistic Review



Survey to complete
How to log in to naviance:    https://www.pisd.edu/Page/18974

Please login to Naviance and complete this survey today.
 

https://www.pisd.edu/Page/18974


Quick review

Complete survey in Naviance-thanks to those who 
have:  https://www.pisd.edu/Page/18974
(login instructions)

Transcripts are sent to colleges through 
Naviance-the school must be in your Colleges I’m 
Applying To list and you must request the transcript.

Request a copy of your transcript through Laserfiche 
to assist in filling out applications: 
https://myforms.pisd.edu/Forms/TRequest

We recommend you complete applications by:
Oct 31, 2020
Pay attention to each universities deadlines.

We are here to assist, but you must do your research.

How to contact your counselor:

Robin Fletcher: 972.905.8117
robin.fletcher@pisd.edu

Pam Conner: 972.905.8116
pam.conner@pisd.edu

College Q & A With Your Counselor
September 3rd, 2020  3:00-4:30

Fletcher:
https://zoom.us/j/93205458647?pwd=eTV5SmxFb
Ud6WENBMnJrOGE3TjVyUT09

Conner: 
https://zoom.us/j/97171092353?pwd=dnpYclZZTW
dTSGp6WHVDdWh5QUtvQT09

 

https://www.pisd.edu/Page/18974
https://myforms.pisd.edu/Forms/TRequest
mailto:robin.fletcher@pisd.edu
mailto:pam.conner@pisd.edu
https://zoom.us/j/93205458647?pwd=eTV5SmxFbUd6WENBMnJrOGE3TjVyUT09
https://zoom.us/j/93205458647?pwd=eTV5SmxFbUd6WENBMnJrOGE3TjVyUT09
https://zoom.us/j/97171092353?pwd=dnpYclZZTWdTSGp6WHVDdWh5QUtvQT09
https://zoom.us/j/97171092353?pwd=dnpYclZZTWdTSGp6WHVDdWh5QUtvQT09


College Visits announced
& sign-up information

Reminders related to 
PSAT/SAT/ACT

Dallas area College &
Career events

Remind 101



Many learners choose to begin their post 
secondary education at Collin College:

● money saver
● not quite ready for a 4 yr university
● seeking a specific certification or licensure

You must apply to Collin College, but all are 
applicants are accepted.

Applications may require you to take a TSI Test, 
Texas Success Incentive Test.

● Test is used for placement-not pass/fail
● Online format
● Cost: $25-30

Our Collin College Liaison: Mrs. Timberly Lewis
timberlylewis@collin.edu

● Scheduling questions
● Application questions
● Dual Enrollment questions
● General career questions
● Collin College program questions

Collin College

mailto:timberlylewis@collin.edu


Credit 



What is a gap year?

A period, typically an academic year, taken by a student as
a break between secondary school and higher education.

Why do learners take a gap year?
● personal growth
● travel abroad opportunity
● opportunities to explore possible areas of interest
● need a break from formal education

What you do with your Gap Year is important!

There are numerous organizations who plan gap years for 
learners who have specific goals.

Gap year

 



● Recruiting offices are local for each branch of service.

● Meet with a recruiter to understand the expectations 

and commitment.

● ASVAB will be administered along with other evaluation 

tools to help discover your best fit within the military.

● Check in with the local recruiter as early as possible to 

explore your options.

Military Service



Why Trade School?

Trade & Technical schools do not require an SAT, ACT, 
or TSI test.

Most programs are two years or less in length and 
many require an apprenticeship.

Scholarships are available for many of these 
programs.

Great for learners who what to learn a trade 
and receive licensure or certification in a 
particular area.

Specialized schools to receive training for a 
career in a profession that does not require a 
college degree but do require specific training 
and credentials.

Example:  welding, electrician, refrigeration 
heating & Air, plumbing, cosmetology, x-ray 
technician, paralegal, automotive repair, 
aviation mechanics, etc.

Career fair in the spring where local Trade & 
Technical schools will visit our campus.

There are scholarships available for these 
institutions.

Trade & Technical Skills

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UARc3ROP-Ds


● College cost of attendance
● Financial aid basics 
● Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
● Programs/Resources

○ Gift Aid – Grants & Scholarships

○ Self Help – Employment & loans

○ Merit-Based Aid 

○ Need-Based Aid

○ Parents/guardians are primarily responsible for educational expenses

○ Annual application

Financial Aid 101
Financial Aid Basics



● FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

○ https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

● TASFA (Texas Application for State Financial Aid)

○ www.collegeforallTexans.com

● CSS Profile

○ https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org

● Institutional Financial Aid application

○ Through individual College / Universities / Higher ed Institutions

Aid Applications



Basic Principles of FinAid

A family’s ability to pay must be evaluated in an equitable and consistent manner while 

recognizing special circumstances that may alter a family’s ability to pay. 

The FAFSA is used for this purpose for federal student aid programs.

Cost of Attendance (COA) at institution subtracted by Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

equals Eligibility for Need-Based Funds at institution.

COA - EFC = ENBF

 



● Tuition

● Required School Fees

● Room & Board (meals)

● Books & Supplies

● Transportation

● Personal/Miscellaneous

● Loan Fees

College Costs



● Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

○ fafsa.gov

● Signature is the FSA ID

○ FSAID.ed.gov

○ *Check the School year*

○ *Get ID first*

Application Process

https://fafsa.ed.gov/index.htm


● Parent & Student’s Adjusted Gross Income, earnings from work, tax liability - from IRS form

● Untaxed Income

● Other financial information

● Asset Information – including

○ Cash, savings, checking accounts

○ Other real estate and investments

○ Business (Small family business)

○ Investment Farm (Family farm)

● Independent vs. Dependent status

● Parent information (married, divorced, step-parents)

Parent & Student Info



● Apply Early (Starting October 1)

● Meet your college’s deadlines

● You don’t have to wait until you are admitted

○ You can put up to 10 schools per FAFSA

● Complete all questions accurately

● Save your FAFSA answers for your records 

● Save your Confirmation Page for your records

Application Process & FAFSA Results
● Student Aid Report

○ FAFSA Results

○ An estimate of the Pell Grant and Federal 

Direct Loan eligibility

○ Links to College Navigator for detailed 

information about the institutions selected:

■ Graduation, retention & transfer-out rates

■ Tuition and fees

■ Institution type

● Campus financial aid office gets a copy of your 

Student Aid Report.

● The more need a student has the more likely they are 

to qualify for financial aid. 

 



Financial Aid Package
Your Net Cost & Things to ask

● Amount of gift aid offered?

● Requirements for scholarships?

● Is the scholarship renewable?

● Requirements for institutional grants?

● How much remains to be paid after gift aid?

● What is the process for obtaining a Federal Work Study position?

● What amounts and types of student and parent loans are recommended?

Information You Might Find On Your Financial Aid Award Notice

● Estimated Cost of Attendance

● Disclaimers about the aid offered

● Reminder to report the receipt of other financial aid you expect to receive

● List of action/steps you must take to complete the process

● Terms and conditions that apply to your financial aid offer



● Federal Grants

● State Grants

● Institutional Grants and Scholarships

● Scholarships and Grants from other organizations

● Federal Loans – remember that loans must be repaid

○ College Payment Plan

○ Private Student Loans

○ Other Personal Loans

○ Don’t Get Hooked!

Grants, Scholarships, and Loans



Grants
Federal Grants

● Pell Grant – FAFSA will let you know if you are eligible

● Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant 

○ (need based)

● TEACH (For teaching degrees)

State Grants

● Top 10% Scholarship program 

● Texas Grant

● Texas Public Educational Grant

● Texas tuition equalization grant

● Texas educational opportunity grant 

More info: 

● www.collegeforalltexans.com



What k 

http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.finaid.org
http://www.naviance.com


Scholar 

Start th 



Scholar 

Start th 



Scholar 

Don’t count out sc 



Federal 

http://www.hhloans.com
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Questions?
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