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The PSAT/NMSQT Score Report 
A Case Study: Ima B. Student’s PSAT/NMSQT Score Report 
Take a look at Ima B. Student’s sample score report below and on the next page. Use the corresponding information to help 
you interpret your student’s PSAT/NMSQT Score Report. 

What are Ima’s scores? 
Ima’s Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing score is 430, and her Math 
score is 530. In Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing, Ima’s score is 
approaching the benchmark, but 
she is not quite on track for college 
readiness. In Math, however, Ima is 
exceeding the benchmark and is on 
track. Test scores, cross-test scores, 
and subscores can give Ima a better 
understanding of areas to work on.

What are Ima’s score 
percentiles? 
Since Ima is in the 11th grade, the 
percentiles compare her scores with 
those of all 11th graders in the nation. 
Ima scored as well as or better in 
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 
than 31% of a nationally representative 
group of juniors. In Math, she scored 
as well as or better than 69% of a 
nationally representative group of 
juniors. Additional percentiles are 
available in Ima’s online score report. 

How can Ima see 
her full report? 
Ima can visit psat.org/myscore to 

 

see her full score report, learn how 
to prepare for the SAT, and see her 
potential for AP® coursework. 

Additional Information Provided to Help You Understand Progress Toward 
College Readiness 
The student score report provides further context for understanding scores by showing a color-coded bar chart for the 
section scores. Students who met or exceeded the benchmark will be in the green portion of the score band. If students 
didn’t meet the benchmark but were close (within one year’s growth), their scores will be in the yellow portion. Students who 
have a score indicating more than a year’s growth below the grade-level benchmark will have a score in the red portion of 
the score band. Additionally, for each of the test scores and subscores, we have provided a color-coded guide to a student’s 
relative strengths (green) and weaknesses (red). 

http://psat.org/myscore


  
 

  

 

 

 

  
  

 

Benchmarks and 
Red/Yellow/Green Performance 
The PSAT/NMSQT 
Grade-Level Benchmarks 
The SAT Suite offers grade-level benchmarks that can 
be used to gauge whether students are on track for 
becoming college ready each year in grades 8–12. Grade-
level benchmarks represent the section scores on each 
assessment that students should meet or exceed to be 
considered on track to be college ready. 

The PSAT/NMSQT reports separate benchmarks for 10th and 
11th graders to help them understand their level of readiness 
for college and career training programs. The benchmarks 
help educators better understand how many students and 
also which students are on track to have the skills necessary 
for college-entry, credit-bearing courses. Equipped with this 
information, educators can support students who need extra 
help while there is still time for improvement. Teachers can 
also accelerate the progress of students who meet or exceed 
the benchmarks. 

RECOMMENDED USES 
Grade-level benchmarks can help educators: 

§  Identify students who are on track for success in
college and career readiness.

§  Identify students who may need extra support
while there is still time for improvement.

§  Find students who may be ready for more
challenging coursework.

Grade-level benchmarks shouldn’t be used to assign 
academic tracks, to discourage students from pursuing 
college, or to keep students from participating in challenging 
courses. Rather, the benchmarks are intended to help all 
students better prepare for life after high school. 

What the Benchmarks Mean 
The College and Career Readiness Benchmarks for the 
current SAT predict a 75% likelihood of achieving a C or 
higher in related first-semester, credit-bearing college 
courses. The benchmarks are set at the section level, so there 
is a benchmark for Evidence-Based Reading and Writing and 
a benchmark for Math. 

Score reports for the PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 
include grade-level benchmarks based on how students grow 
from year to year toward the SAT benchmarks. 

PSAT/NMSQT Grade-Level Benchmarks 
Evidence-Based  

Reading and Writing Math 

10th Grade 
PSAT/NMSQT 430 480

11th Grade 
PSAT/NMSQT 460 510

Additional Information Provided 
to Help You Understand Progress 
Toward College Readiness 
The student score report provides further context for 
understanding scores by showing a color-coded bar chart 
for the section scores. Students who met or exceeded the 
benchmark will be in the green portion of the score band. 
If students didn’t meet the benchmark but were close 
(within one year’s growth), their scores will be in the yellow 
portion. Students who have a score indicating more than a 
year’s growth below the grade-level benchmark will have a 
score in the red portion of the score band. Additionally, for 
each of the test scores and subscores, we have provided a 
color-coded guide to a student’s relative strengths (green) 
and weaknesses (red). 
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