
College Boot 
Camp 2018
How to get from here to there



The Agenda
Wednesday, August 12:
Pu r p ose, p lan , & N2K
Bes t  Fit
Tes t in g
Tr an scr ip t  in t er p r et a t ion
Navian ce for  sen ior s

Friday, August 14:
Colleges  I’m  Ap p lyin g t o
Requ es t in g  a  t r an scr ip t
Let t er s  of Recom m en da t ion
Sch ola r sh ip s

Wednesday, August 22:
An swer  lin ger in g  qu es t ion s
Ap p ly Texas  Ap p lica t ion
Com m on  Ap p lica t ion
Essay Qu es t ion s

Friday, August 24:
Revis it  Need  t o  Kn ows
Fin an cia l Aid
FAFSA
Sch ola r sh ip s
On e- on - On e t im e as  n eeded



I’m not planning to go to college…
why is this information important?

Whether or not your current plans include college, this information may prove valuable. 

Your plans might change so you may need this information in the future.

We will be working on resumes which will be needed for your internship and any future job 
interview.

We will be reviewing how to read your transcript and understand the information there.

This time will allow you to reflect on your personal goals and achievements and we can assist 
you in planning for college, the workforce, military service or a gap year.



What are your need to knows?
Grab a sticky note from the supplies on your table and write down 

questions that you would like us to answer regarding college 
admissions, testing, college life, career exploration and resources, etc.  
Post them on the whiteboard and we will work our way through them.



Best Fit
Finding the right college means finding the right college for you ...what’s 
the BEST FIT ?

(https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awSJ3i0wzo )



What things determine best fit?

Location
Price of Attendance

Size
Major offered
Campus Vibe

Housing
Sports

Greek life



http://www.bigfuture.org/

h t t p s :/ / s t u den t .n avian ce.com / academ yh s

h t t p s :/ / www.p r in cet on r eview.com / college- edu ca t ion

h t t p s :/ / www.u sn ews .com / edu ca t ion / bes t - co lleges / r igh t - sch ool/ ch oices / a r t icles / co llege- per son a lit y- qu iz

Tools for finding your right fit



SAT/ACT  Testing
If you have not taken an ACT or SAT, and plan to 
attend college, you need to do that ASAP.

FEE WAIVER ELIGIBILITY
SAT -

Test Date:  Sat, October 6, 2018
Registration Deadline:  Sept 7, 2018
Scores reported:  October 19, 2018

ACT -
Test Date: Sat, September 8, 2018
Registration Deadline:  August 12
Scores reported:  Not available
There is an October test date as well

https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/



Transcripts
Transcripts are the official record of your academic performance in high school credit courses.

Your official high school transcript is a required component of all college applications.  Some schools allow you to self 
report but will require a final transcript at the end of the year.  We ask that you request one in Naviance even if they allo w 
you to self report.

Colleges only accept official transcripts - never one that you hand them.

Our registrar, Mrs. Madding sends all transcripts and all transcripts must be requested from her through Naviance 
including those that you need for scholarship applications.  

If you earn dual credit through UNT, you will do the same through UNT:
http://registrar.unt.edu/transcripts - and - records/order - transcript



What does a transcript look like?



Senior Year Credits
● English IV

● Pre Calculus or Calculus*
● U.S. Government   (.5)
● Computer Science I

● Art III*
● Scientific Research & Design
● LOTE:  Spanish/French*



Naviance Login



Naviance Student



New look for naviance



Home - main screen that will lead you to every other screen
Courses - underclassmen will enter the courses they are taking each year
Colleges - list of apps, transcript requests, scholarship information, colleges on campus
Careers - explore careers, find your personal strengths, career videos
About Me - take a career assessment, graduation survey
Planner - calendar you can fill in

You will spend the most time in Careers & Colleges

Navigating naviance...where to find what



Top 10 Admission Myths 
As you are applying to different institutions, don’t fall prey to the myths surrounding college admissions.

Myth #1:  There’s one perfect school for me
Myth #2:  The application is the only thing that matters
Myth #3:  My grades and test scores will get me in
Myth #4:  Lots of extracurricular activities are important
Myth #5:  My social media accounts don’t matter
Myth #6:  My essays don’t matter
Myth #7:  I will be more successful in life if I go to a famous college
Myth #8:  To get into at good college, I have to be good at everything
Myth #9:  If I have a 4.0 GPA and perfect SAT scores, I will definitely be accepted by the best colleges.
Myth #10:  Name dropping helps



Welcome Back!
● Questions from yesterday
● Transcripts Review
● Colleges I’m Applying to
● Requesting a transcript
● Letters of Recommendation
● Scholarships



● Colleges I’m applying to!
● Requesting a transcript
● Letters of recommendation
● scholarships



Collin College
Collin College  has their own application at 
their website.

It is not necessary to apply until the spring 
as they have open admissions.

An SAT/ACT score is not necessary but the 
TSI may be.  If you need to take the TSI you 
will do that at Collin.

They have advisors who are available to 
assist you with course choices.

Programs available:

Associates Degree - 2 year program where 
you may receive an Associates Degree

Workforce Certificate Programs which 
allow you to enter the workforce quickly, 
and 

Pre- admission Partnerships with specific 
Texas universities

Continuing Education programs



Collin College
Why do learners choose Collin ?

Cost
Location
Work & Study
Stepping Stone
Test scores
Seeking Certification or 
Associates Degree
Family situation

Collin College



Degrees, Certificates, and Core 
Completion Awards Earned



Credit/Noncredit Enrollment History



Gap Year
What is a gap year?
a period, typically an academic year, taken by a 
student as a break between secondary school and 
higher education.

Why do learners take a gap year?
- personal growth
- travel abroad opportunity
- opportunities to explore possible areas of interest
- need a break from formal education

What you do with your Gap Year is important

There are numerous organizations who plan gap 
years for learners who have specific goals



Military Service
Recruiting offices are local for each branch 
of service

Meet with a recruiter to understand the 
expectations and commitment

ASVAB will be administered along with 
other evaluation tools to help discover your 
best fit within the military

Check in with the local recruiter as early as 
possible to explore your options



Trade & Technical skills
Great for learners who what to learn a trade and receive 
licensure or certification in a particular area.

Specialized schools to receive training for a career in a 
profession that does not require a college degree but do 
require specific training and credentials

Example:  welding, electrician, refrigeration heating & 
Air, plumbing, cosmetology, x - ray technician, 
paralegal, automotive repair, aviation mechanics, etc

Career fair in the spring where local trade & Technical 
schools will visit our campus

There are scholarships available for these institutions

Trade & technical schools do not require an sat, ACt, or 
TSI

Most programs are two years or less in length and 
many require an apprenticeship

Scholarships are available for many of these programs

Why Trade School?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UARc3ROP-Ds


Day Three
An swer  Lin ger in g  Qu es t ion s

Ap p ly Texas  Ap p lica t ion

Com m on  Ap p lica t ion

Essay Qu es t ion s



Apply Texas Application
● Accep t ed  by ALL Texas  p u blic in s t it u t ion s
● Accep t ed  by MOST Texas  p r iva t e in s t it u t ion s
● Com p let e on ce an d  sen d  t o  m u lt ip le in s t it u t ion s
● Ch eck you r  ch osen  in s t it u t ion ’s  es say r equ ir em en t

* * * If a  u n iver s it y offer s  t wo ways  t o  ap p ly (Ap p lyTexas  or  an  in s t it u t ion  sp ecific ap p lica t ion )  PLEASE u se 
Ap p lyTexas . (Th is  m akes  t h e p r oces s  m u ch  sm oot h er .)

Collin  College n o  lon ger  u ses  Ap p lyTexas ,  t h ey h ave t h eir  own  ap p lica t ion  u n iqu e t o  t h em .



Apply Texas Application
Apply Texas  a llows  you  t o  s t a r t  an  app lica t ion  t o  a  s in gle  sch ool, com plet e ly fin ish  an d  
su bm it  it  an d  t h en  wh en  you  a r e  r eady t o  s t a r t  t h e  n ext  app lica t ion , you  will h ave t h e  
ch oice  t o  “ copy a  p r eviou s ly su bm it t ed  app lica t ion  an d  s im p ly ch oose you r  m a jor  a t  t h a t  
pa r t icu la r  sch ool, u p load  you r  essay an d  an swer  an y college specific qu es t ion s  a t  t h a t  
sch ool an d  t h en  su bm it .  Do n ot  s t a r t  5  sepa r a t e  app lica t ion s  for  d iffer en t  sch ools  in  
Texas .  Get  t h r ou gh  on e fir s t ,  t h en  copy an d  pas t e  it .

Pr eview t h e  app lica t ion  h er e:
h t t p s :/ / www.app lyt exas .or g/ adappc/ h t m l/ p review18 / fr s_ 1.h t m l



Apply Texas Instructions
Ap p ly Texas  St ep  by St ep  d ir ect ion s :

https://www.applytexas.org/adappc/html/fresh18_help.html

Essay Qu es t ion s :
A, B, C, D for some majors

Som e r equ ir e  cer t a in  es says , som e r equ ir e  n on e



Apply Texas
● Cr ea t e an  accou n t :  ap p lyt exas .or g
● Fill in  backgr ou n d  in for m at ion  on  ap p lica t ion
● For  Act ivit y Sect ion :

● Ext r acu r r icu la r
● Com m u n it y or  Volu n t eer  Ser vice
● Talen t s ,  Awar ds ,  Hon or s
● Em p loym en t ,  In t er n sh ip s ,  Su m m er  Act ivit ies

Use an  em ail t h a t  you  ch eck con s is t en t ly an d  fr equ en t ly.

Recor d  an y u ser n am es  an d  p as swor ds - d iffer en t  for  each  u n iver s it y wh en  you  cr ea t e an  accou n t  a t  
each  of t h ose in s t it u t ion s .   You  will a lso  cr ea t e on e for  Ap p lyTexas

h t t p s :/ / www.you t u be.com / wat ch ?v=- Up jsMUIGwA



Apply Texas
● Cou n selor  in for m a t ion  n eeded :

● A- L:  Robin Wiley  972.905.8117
● M - Z:  Pam Conner 972.905.8116

Each  in s t it u t ion  m ay h ave add it ion a l qu es t ion s  for  you  t o  r ep ly t o .  Som e m ay r e la t e  t o  h ow 
you  p lan  on  payin g for  college, wh a t  sch ola r sh ip s  you  h ave app lied  for  e t c.  Th is  will be  
d iffer en t  for  each  in s t it u t ion - som e m ay n ot  h ave an y add it ion a l qu es t ion s .



ApplyTexas Essays
● Ap p lyTexas  Essay Pr om p t s  A, B an d  C For  U.S. Fr esh m an  an d  In t er n a t ion a l Fr esh m an  Ap p lica t ion s  

Sla t ed  t o  r ep lace cu r r en t  Ap p lyTexas  es say ch oices  A, B an d  C For  in clu s ion  in  Ap p lyTexas  ap p lica t ion s  
for  Su m m er , 20 18 - Sp r in g , 20 20 . 

● Essay A: Wh at  was  t h e en vir on m en t  in  wh ich  you  wer e r a is ed? Descr ibe you r  fam ily,  h om e, 
n eigh bor h ood , or  com m u n it y,  an d  exp la in  h ow it  h as  sh ap ed  you  as  a  p er son .

● Essay B: Mos t  s t u den t s  h ave an  iden t it y,  an  in t er es t ,  o r  a  t a len t  t h a t  defin es  t h em  in  an  es sen t ia l way. 
Tell u s  abou t  you r self. 

● Essay C: You ’ve got  a  t icket  in  you r  h an d  – Wh er e will you  go? Wh at  will you  do? Wh at  will h ap p en  
wh en  you  get  t h er e?



The Common Application
● Used  by over  70 0  sch ools  n a t ion wide

● Like Ap p lyTexas , on e ap p lica t ion  can  be su bm it t ed  t o  m u lt ip le  
sch ools

● Most  Com m on  Ap p  sch ools  r equ ir e  a  le t t er  of r ecom m en da t ion  
fr om  a  t each er  an d  a  cou n selor  le t t er  of r ecom m en da t ion - ask for  
t h em  ea r ly!

Com m on ap p .or g



Common Application
● Cr ea t e  an  accou n t
● Add sch ools  t o  you r  lis t
● Un der s t an d  wh a t  each  in s t it u t ion  is  lookin g for  fr om  you - t es t  

r equ ir em en t s , GPA r equ ir em en t s , e t c
● Have you r  r esu m e u p da t ed  an d  h an dy

★ You must sign the FERPA waiver within CommonApp and link 
your CommonApp to Naviance. These are within the app.  You 
must have these schools listed on your Colleges I’m Applying To
list in Naviance before you can match the two.



Common Application 
Th in gs  t o  kn ow:

You  can  se lf r ep or t  scor es  in  t h e  t es t in g  a r ea
Th e act ivit y sect ion  lim it s  you  t o  10 ...t h ey sh ou ld  be

in  or der  of im p or t an ce t o  you .
Essay p r om p t s  offer  op t ion s  t h a t  a llow you  t o

dem on s t r a t e  you r  in t e llect u a l cu r ios it y
Un der  t h e  dash boar d , you  can  see  t h e  d iffer en t

r equ ir em en t s  for  each  sch ool you  a r e  ap p lyin g t o .



Common App Matching



Common Application
In clu de you r  in t er n sh ip  u n der  t h e  Activities sect ion

Som e u n iver s it ies  h ave you  self- r ep or t  gr ades  an d  cou r ses .  You  can  see  
t h ese  u n der  t h e  Com m on  Ap p  t ab
* * * You  m u s t  s t ill r equ es t  a  t r an scr ip t  in  Navian ce

You  h ave t h e  abilit y t o  u p load  it em s  fr om  Google  Dr ive

Com m on  Ap p  m obile  com p an ion :  On Tr ack



Common Application Essays
2018- 2019 Common Application Essay Prompts

1. Som e s t u d en t s  h ave a  backgrou n d , id en t it y,  in t er es t ,  or  t a len t  t h a t  is  so  m ean in gfu l t h ey believe t h eir  ap p lica t ion  wou ld  be 
in com p let e  w it h ou t  it . If t h is  sou n d s  like you , t h en  p lea se sh a r e you r  s t ory. 

2 . Th e les son s  we t ake from  obs t acles  we en cou n t er  can  be fu n d am en t a l t o  la t er  su ccess . Recou n t  a  t im e wh en  you  faced  a  ch a llen ge, 
set back, or  fa ilu r e. How d id  it  a ffect  you , an d  wh a t  d id  you  lea rn  from  t h e exp er ien ce? 

3. Reflect  on  a  t im e wh en  you  qu es t ion ed  or  ch a llen ged  a  belief or  id ea . Wh a t  p rom p t ed  you r  t h in kin g? Wh a t  was  t h e ou t com e? 

4 . Descr ibe a  p roblem  you ' ve solved  or  a  p roblem  you ' d  like t o  solve. It  can  be an  in t ellect u a l ch a llen ge, a  r esea r ch  qu ery, an  et h ica l 
d ilem m a  - an yt h in g t h a t  is  of p er son a l im p or t an ce, n o m a t t er  t h e sca le . Exp la in  it s  s ign ifican ce t o  you  an d  wh a t  s t ep s  you  t ook or  cou ld  
be t aken  t o  id en t ify a  solu t ion . 

5. Discu ss  an  accom p lish m en t ,  even t ,  or  r ea liza t ion  t h a t  sp a rked  a  p er iod  of p er son a l growt h  an d  a  n ew u n d er s t an d in g of you r self or  
ot h er s . 

6 . Descr ibe a  t op ic,  id ea , or  con cep t  you  fin d  so en gagin g t h a t  it  m akes  you  lose a ll t r ack of t im e. Wh y d oes  it  cap t iva t e  you ? Wh a t  or  wh o 
d o you  t u rn  t o  wh en  you  wan t  t o  lea rn  m ore? 

7. Sh a re an  essay on  an y t op ic of you r  ch oice. It  can  be on e you ' ve a lr ead y wr it t en , on e t h a t  r esp on d s  t o  a  d iffer en t  p rom p t , or on e of 
you r  own  d es ign . 

https://www.commonapp.org/whats - appening/application - updates/2018 - 2019 - common - application - essay - prompts



College Essay Hints
● Write about something that's important to you.
● Ch oose a  t op ic t h a t  will h igh ligh t  you
● Don ' t  ju s t  r ecou n t — r eflect ! ...Sh ow don ’t  t e ll...sh ow, sh ow, sh ow
● Bein g fu n n y is  t ou gh . ...
● St a r t  ea r ly an d  wr it e  sever a l d r a ft s . ...
● No r epea t s . ...
● An swer  t h e  qu es t ion  bein g a sked . ...
● Have a t  lea s t  on e o t h er  per son  ed it  you r  essay .
● Keep  it  per son a l an d  p r ofess ion a l
● Be pos it ive- focu s  on  t h e  ch an ge ver su s  cir cu m st an ce 

BigFu t u r eTips

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/tips-for-writing-an-effective-application-essay-college-admissions


Common App Support



Holistic Review
Applications under review look at:

GPA/ Ran k
SAT/ ACT
Cu r r icu lu m
Resu m e
Essay
Let t er s  of 

Recom m en da t ion
In d ividu a l cir cu m s t an ces
Up war d  t r en d in g



“Crafting the Class”
A s t u den t  m ay be adm iss ib le  bu t  n ot  adm it t ed .

Not  n ecessa r ily a  r eflect ion  of t h e  s t u den t  bu t  r a t h er  an  in d ica t ion  of 
wh a t  t h e  in s t it u t ion  wan t s .



Reach/Target/Likely
Reach - Above and Beyond

Colleges where your chances of gaining admission are less
Than 50/50

Target
Colleges where the likelihood of your admission is within range

Likely - NOT a fall back!
Colleges where you are confident that you will be admitted.  Be 
Sure that it is a school where your academic and personal
Needs will be met should you enroll.



N2Ks
How much are application fees? Var ies  fr om  sch ool t o  sch ool (0 - 75.0 0 )
How do I send transcripts to colleges? Mr s . Madd in g does  t h a t  t h r ou gh  Navian ce
How will the lack of AP courses affect my chances? Differ en t  an swer s  for  t h is
How will a lack of college credits affect me?  
Can you apply to the same college multiple times? yes / n o
How long will an application take?
Does applying require any type of internship? No
What info is in my application? Pr eview t h e  app lica t ion s
How do I apply to a trade school? Ch eck t h eir  webs it e , m os t  on lin e , su bm it  t r an scr ip t
What do I have to upload myself? We u p load  t r an scr ip t s , t each er  le t t er  of r ecs , 
cou n selor  le t t er  of r ecs  & for m s .  Ou t s ide  le t t er s  of r ec, t es t  scor es , r esu m e, essays - you  will 
t ake ca r e  of



N2Ks
I would like to take a gap year to improve myself.  Will I have difficulty getting
applications in? Som e u n iver s it ies  defer , ch oose gap  yea r  act ivit ies  wisely
Is it better to have a gap year before going off to college? Not  n ecessa r ily
How many colleges should we apply to? Th e qu es t ion  is  r ea lly a r e  you  sp r ead in g you r  n et  
widely:  r each , t a r get ,  likely- a  cou p le  in  each  ca t egor y
How many colleges is too many to apply to? Depen ds  on  h ow deep  you r  pocket s  a r e  :)
How will college work while I am in the military? Ch eck wit h  r ecr u it in g  office
How can I make myself look good for upper tier colleges? Essay, gr ades  an d  t es t  scor es , 
in t er view, ou t s ide  sch ool exper ien ces ...wh a t  d id  you  do wit h  wh a t  you  h ad?
How do I choose between a community college and a state college? Con s ider  goa ls , 
Cir cu m st an ces , r ead in ess
What are the benefits of an honors program? Ch a llen ge, sm a ller  cla sses , in t er act ion , 
p r efer en t ia l sch edu lin g , h ou s in g, r esu m e



N2Ks
If I get recommendations from people who don’t have access to Naviance, how do I send 
those?
Where and when can we take the ASVAB if needed? Recr u it er ,  on  cam pu s  in  sp r in g .
How does the GI bill work if our parents have not used it yet? Get  in  t ou ch  wit h  t h e  
Vet er an s  Adm in is t r a t ion
When is a good time to apply for scholarships? An yt im e
Where should we apply for scholarships? Navian ce, Fas t web, google
Scholarship deadlines? Var y gr ea t ly, m os t  a r e  du e befor e  Mar ch  31
How likely is it for us to find jobs after we graduate? depen ds ...



Financial Aid 101

• College cost of attendance
• Financial aid basics 
• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
• Programs/Resources



Options to apply for 
financial aid
• FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
• TAFSA (Texas Application for State Aid)

• www.collegeforallTexans.com
• CSS Profile

• css.collegeboard.org
• Institutional Financial Aid application

• Through each individual institution.



Financial Aid Basics
• Gift Aid – Grants & Scholarships
• Self Help – Employment & loans
• Merit - Based Aid 
• Need- Based Aid
• Family is primarily responsible for educational expenses
• Annual application



College Costs
• Tuition
• Required Fees
• Room
• Meals ( Board )
• Books & Supplies
• Transportation
• Personal & Miscellaneous
• Loan Fees



Basic Principle of 
Financial Aid
Cost of Attendance (COA) at institution
- Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

Eligibility for Need - Based Funds at institution

A family’s ability to pay must be evaluated in an equitable and 
consistent manner while recognizing special circumstances that 
may alter a family’s ability to pay.  The FAFSA is used for this 
purpose for federal student aid programs.



Application Process 
• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
− fa fsa .gov

• Sign a t u r e  is  t h e  FSA ID

− FSAID.ed .gov
* Ch eck t h e Sch ool yea r *

https://fafsa.ed.gov/index.htm


Parent & Student Info
• Parent & Student’s Adjusted Gross Income, earnings from work, tax liability - from 

IRS form
• Untaxed Income
• Other financial information
• Asset Information – including

– Cash, savings, checking accounts
– Other real estate and investments
– Business (Small family business)
– Investment Farm (Family farm)

• independent vs. dependent status
• Parent information (married, divorced, step - parents)



Application Process
• Apply Early (Starting October 1)
• Meet your college’s deadlines
• You don’t have to wait until you are admitted

• You can put up to 10 schools per FAFSA
• Complete all questions accurately
• Save your FAFSA answers for your own records 
• Save your Confirmation Page for your own records



Application Process – FAFSA 
Results

• Student Aid Report
− FAFSA Resu lt s
− An  es t im a t e of t h e Pell Gr an t  an d  Feder a l Dir ect  Loan  elig ib ilit y
− Lin ks  t o  College Naviga t or  for  det a iled  in for m at ion  abou t  t h e in s t it u t ion s  s elect ed :

✓ Gr adu a t ion , r et en t ion  an d  t r an s fer - ou t  r a t es
✓ Tu it ion  an d  fees
✓ In s t it u t ion  t yp e

• Cam p u s  fin an cia l a id  office get s  a  cop y of you r  St u den t  Aid  Rep or t  

• Keep  in  m in d : 
Th e m or e n eed  a  s t u den t  h as  t h e m or e likely t h ey a r e t o  qu a lify for  fin an cia l a id . 



Financial Aid Package – Your Net Cost 
Things to ask -
• Amount of gift aid offered?
• Requirements for scholarships?
• Is the scholarship renewable?
• Requirements for institutional grants?
• How much remains to be paid after gift aid?
• What is the process for obtaining a Federal Work Study position?
• What amounts and types of student and parent loans are recommended?



Information You Might Find On 
Your Financial Aid Award Notice
• Estimated Cost of Attendance
• Disclaimers about the aid offered
• Reminder to report the receipt of other financial aid you expect 

to receive
• List of action/steps you must take to complete the process
• Terms and conditions that apply to your financial aid offer



Grants, Scholarships, and Loans
• Federal Grants
• State Grants
• Institutional Grants and Scholarships
• Scholarships and Grants from other organizations
• Federal Loans – remember that loans must be repaid

• College Payment Plan
• Private Student Loans
• Other Personal Loans
• Don’t Get Hooked!



Grants
Federal Grants

- Pell Grant – FAFSA will let you know if you are eligible
- Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant 

(need based)
- TEACH (For teaching degrees)

State Grants
- Top 10% Scholarship program 
- Texas Grant
- Texas Public Educational Grant
- Texas tuition equalization grant
- Texas educational opportunity grant 

More info: collegeforalltexans.com



Scholarships
What kinds of scholarships are available?

• Some scholarships for college are merit-based. You  ea r n  t h em  by m eet in g  or  
exceed in g cer t a in  s t an dards  se t  by t h e  sch ola r sh ip - giver . Mer it  sch ola r sh ip s  m igh t  
be  awar ded  based  on  academ ic ach ievem en t  or  on  a  com bin a t ion  of academ ics  an d  
a  specia l t a len t ,  t r a it ,  or  in t er es t . Ot h er  sch ola r sh ip s  a r e  based  on  fin an cia l n eed .

• Man y sch ola r sh ip s  a r e  gea r ed  t owar d  pa r t icu la r  gr ou ps  of peop le; for  in s t an ce, 
t h er e  a r e  sch ola r sh ip s  for  wom en  or  h igh  sch ool sen ior s . An d  som e a r e  ava ilable  
becau se  of wh er e  you  or  you r  pa r en t  wor k, or  becau se  you  com e fr om  a  cer t a in  
backgr ou n d  (for  in s t an ce, t h er e  a r e  sch ola r sh ip s  for  m ilit a r y fam ilies ) .

• A sch ola r sh ip  m igh t  cover  t h e  en t ir e  cos t  of you r  t u it ion , or  it  m igh t  be  a  on e- t im e 
awar d  of a  few h u n dr ed  dolla r s . Eit h er  way, it ’s  wor t h  app lyin g for , becau se  it ’ll 
h elp  r edu ce t h e  cos t  of you r  edu ca t ion .



How do I find 
scholarships?
You can learn about scholarships in several ways, including contacting the financial aid 
office at the school you plan to attend and checking information in a public library or 
online. But be careful. Make sure scholarship information and offers you receive are 
legitimate; and remember that you don't have to pay to find scholarships or other 
financial aid. Check out our information on how to avoid scams.
- Fastweb
- FinAid.org
- Naviance



Scholarships
Scholarship Application Do’s:

Start the scholarship search process sooner than later.
If you’re debating on when to start applying, the time is now. You can apply for scholarships you 
qualify for as early as you’d like and the rule of thumb is always the earlier, the better.
The process can often be very slow, so be patient and continue applying to new scholarships while 
waiting to hear back from those you’ve already applied to.

Apply for scholarships in different categories.
Don’t limit yourself to one type of scholarship. Balance it out, applying for any merit, athletic, and 
artistic scholarships you qualify for.

Include letters of recommendation.
A good letter of recommendation can make all the difference in your scholarship application. Make 
sure that the letters you include are relevant and that you are confident in the person writing the letter 
for you – there is nothing worse than a lousy rec letter!
Also, give the person writing the letter significant time and a copy of your student resume so that they 
can easily reference your student activities.



Don’t count out scholarships with lower award amounts.
Some students only apply for scholarships with significantly large award amounts. The problem with that methodology is 
that you are going to have a lot more competition than with lower scholarship amounts.
Whatever you can do to decrease your competition will be in your favor, so applying for all award amounts is a good way to 
ensure that you have a better chance of winning.
Remember, there is no limit to how many scholarships you can apply for or win, so winning several smaller awards can 
really add up and serve the same purpose – paying for school – as one large award.

Don’t become discouraged if you don’t win right away.
It’s important to keep in mind that applying for scholarships is a numbers game. The more you apply to, the better your 
chances of winning – so apply for as many as you qualify for. There are millions of scholarships and they are refreshed 
daily, so don’t give up if your efforts aren’t rewarded immediately.
Unfortunately, it’s difficult at times to win a scholarship, and not everyone is guaranteed to win one. It’s vital that you 
never give up applying for scholarships – because then you’re guaranteed t o  n ever  w in  on e.

Don’t avoid scholarships that require essays.
Man y s t u d en t s  avoid  sch ola r sh ip s  t h a t  r equ ir e  es says  an d , for  t h ose t h a t  a r e  s t r on g wr it er s ,  focu s in g on  t h ose 
op p or t u n it ies  can  be a  sm ar t  d ecis ion . Yes , t h ey d o t ake m ore effor t  bu t  on ce you  h ave severa l es say ap p lica t ion s  u n d er  
you r  belt ,  t h e p rocess  get s  ea s ier .
Wh y d isca rd  an  essay a ft er  p u t t in g in  h a rd  work, t im e an d  effor t  ? Man y essays  can  be r e- p u rp osed  (on ce ed it ed )  an d  
ap p lied  t o  fu t u r e ap p lica t ion s  an d  can  save you  t im e in  t h e en d .
However ,  d on ’t  ju s t  r esu bm it  t h e sam e essay – m ake su r e t o  ed it  it  for  each  n ew sch ola r sh ip  es say qu es t ion !

Scholarships Application Don’ts:



Loans
Federal
- Subsidized (5.05% - 07/1/2018)

(starts to accrue interest 6 months after graduation)
- Unsubsidized (6.6% - 7/1/2018)

• (accrues interest from the day borrowed) 
- Parent PLUS loan (7.6% - 2018)
- Perkin’s loan (5% - 2018) Not all schools participate
Federal aid offered:

Freshman: $5500
Sophomore: $6500
Jr/Sr: $7500

Private loans (starts around 10%)



Loans
State Loans

THE TEXAS B - ON- TIME LOAN PROGRAM
The Texas B - On- Time (BOT) Loan Program provides zero - interest loans to Texas undergraduate 
students attending 4 - year colleges. Since the program is designed to encourage Texas students to 
complete college in a timely manner while meeting high standards, the loan can be forgiven for 
students who meet certain requirements.

The Texas College Access Loan (4.5%) is designed to help when a family is unable to afford what their 
EFC is suggesting. Families may use the CAL to make up part or all of the gap between cost and aid, or 
even to replace what they are expected to pay (the EFC). While families do not have to demonstrate 
financial need, be aware that either the student borrower or a loan cosigner needs to demonstrate a 
good credit record to be eligible for the loan.
Students who qualify for the CAL can enjoy benefits they might not receive from privately issued 
loans, such as a fixed interest rate of 5.25 percent, a six - month grace period after the borrower leaves 
school, no interest capitalization, and several repayment plan options.



Work Study
• Work on campus or approved off campus location.
• Paid at least minimum wage
• Typically 3 - 15 hrs/week
• Built around student schedule
• An opportunity to get some experience in student's field of 

interest.
• Need based students usually
• Earn a paycheck and decide how that money is supposed to be 

used. 



Other funding plans
• VA or military benefits 
• 529K plans (college savings plan)
• Texas guaranteed tuition plan
• Summer/off campus employment



Collin College would like to invite you and your parents to 
“A Night of FAFSA” 

to learn about financial aid for the 2019 - 2020 aid year. 
The Collin College Financial Aid Office will hold a Financial Aid & 

Scholarship presentation at our Frisco Campus Conference Center 
Thursday October 25, 2018 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.

Learn about financial aid; the terminology, 
the application process, scholarship and more! 

We’ll be on hand after the presentation to answer any questions and to 
help complete the FAFSA. 
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