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District Requirement 

The purpose of this assessment is to identify what a child is currently 

able to do and what they are ready to learn.   

 

CPAA- Children’s Progress Academic Assessment 

• Designed at Columbia University and MIT 

• Acquired by NWEA 

• Designed to be used as a teaching tool 

• Includes instructional scaffolding (targeted support) 

• Reports provide skill-specific next steps for each child and 
classroom  

• Math and Literacy 

• English or Spanish 

• Prekindergarten 

 

The expectation of performance on CPAA is based on the Texas Pre-

Kindergarten Standards.  There are three seasonal item banks with 

increasing expectations. 
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HOW WE PREPARED FOR OUR FIRST 
CPAA ADMINISTRATION 



Preparation 
August 

-NWEA product demonstration to staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 
-Student rosters sent to NWEA. 
-Individual campus trainings with the    
assessment department. 
-Setup website with available resources for 
teachers. 
-Websites for kids to practice using the 
mouse.  
-Teacher passwords made available. 

October  
-Teachers review a checklist before the test 
window to make sure they are prepared. 
-Trial run of a test event to check the 
technology.  
-Test window begins.  
 
 
 



OUR EXPERIENCE ADMINISTERING 
CPAA 



Administering an Assessment 



Administering an Assessment 

Jane Adams 
 
John Sessions 
 
Taylor Jones 
 
Lisa Michaels 
 
Sam Stone 
 



Mouse Practice 



During Administration 

• Remind students that they are not expected to 
know every answer.  

• Pause at any time by clicking esc.  



Ways to Administer 



Video of Kids Testing 

 



What We Have Learned 

• Have a checklist of steps for teachers to take before test day. 

• Use a headphone splitter to allow teachers to check the 

sound. 

• To keep the student engaged, you can pause the test as often 

as necessary and resume testing later.   

• If a kid does not click for a while, it will ask, “Ready to Go?” 

• Blue arrow to hear the question again. 

• You can administer math and reading separately, but it reports 

differently.   

• An individual student takes about 15 minutes to complete the 

entire test both math and literacy.   

 



The Student’s Experience 



 















Feedback from Teachers  

• Process of testing-less stressful and less time 
consuming 

• Nervous about the “high” results 

• The unknown on how to use the data 

• Some children have no experience with a 
mouse, plan accordingly next year 

• AM/PM rosters split on CPAA 



More Teacher Feedback 

Shelli Stutzman 

Sharon Latimer 

Cassidi Beracochea 



OUR EXPERIENCE WITH REPORTS 
AVAILABLE TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION 



 



Class Reports- Class Roll 



Individual Reports- Report Card 



Individual Reports-Full Report 

           Emily  

           Emily  

Emily  



Class Reports-Activities 



How Teachers are Using the Data 

• Teaching window is smaller between 
testing periods (changing next year) 

• RTI  
• Teachers would like more CPAA RTI 

lessons; given number of activities 
are not consistent in all areas 

• Differentiated small groups 
• Fluid small groups 
• “A Whole New World” 



OUR EXPERIENCE TALKING TO 
PARENTS ABOUT CPAA 



Individual Reports- Parent Report 



Individual Reports- Full Report 



Individual Reports- Progress  



CPAA Parent 
Brochure 



OUR RESULTS 



District Report Card 



District Report Card 



District Progress Report 



District Progress Report 





QUESTIONS? 

Jennifer Ruth 

Plano ISD-Student Achievement Specialist 

Jennifer.Ruth@pisd.edu 

469-752-8022 


