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Welcome to APES!  
In this course, we will use scientific principles to understand the interrelations of the natural world and the impact of humans on natural systems.  We will evaluate the environmental and health risks and economic realities associated with environmental problems while working towards creating and evaluating potential solutions. It is my belief that you will leave this class much more aware of the current state of the world and your role and responsibilities in its management.

APES Expectations 
· Be on time 
· Be prepared - this includes completing assigned reading, videos and notes on your own
· Wear appropriate clothing
· Be an active participant
· Be respectful and considerate
· Check the calendar and Google Classroom frequently for assignments and announcements 
· Communicate with your teacher in person or through email if you are absent or are in need of assistance outside of class or tutorial time

AP Exam 
At the end of the AP Environmental Science course is a College Board AP exam.  All students are strongly encouraged to take the AP Environmental Science exam. Students that take an AP exam while in high school, regardless of their score, generally are more successful in college courses.  Time in class for test preparation is limited.  Students are strongly encouraged to PURCHASE AND STUDY AN AP COURSE STUDY GUIDE BOOK to prepare for the AP exam.     Exam Date: Tuesday, May 2, 2023, 8:00 am.

Schedule of Topics
Semester One Units										Chapters
1 - Introduction to Environmental Science	 					1, 2 
2 - The Abiotic Environment: Climate, Soil, & Drainage					4 (sections 2-6), 14
3 - The Biotic Environment I: Biodiversity, Communities, and Ecosystems			3, 4 (section 1), 5 (Sections 3-5)
4 - The Biotic Environment II: Evolution, Genetics, and Populations			5 (Sections 1 & 2)
5 - Natural Resource and Pest Management						6, 16, 17, 22
Semester Two Units										Chapters
6 - Human Population, Human Health, & Toxicology					8, 7
7 - Food Resources and Production							18
8 - Water Resources and Pollution 							13, 21
9 - Mineral Resources, Solid & Hazardous Waste					15, 23 
10 - Energy Use & Resources								10, 11, 12
11 - Air Pollution & Climate Change							19, 20
12 – Sustainable Urban Environment & Environmental Ethics 	(If Time)		2, 9, 24
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Nine weeks
All grades are final. There are no “redos” or “retakes” on daily assignments, quizzes, or tests. 
	


40% Minor 
(Daily) Grades 
	Quizzes (open note or partner), homework & daily assignments 

	
	There will be a minimum of 6 daily graded assignments per 9 weeks grading period 

	
	The APES team may evaluate daily assignments and based on the number of assignments, may drop the lowest daily grade or assign an alternative assignment based on student performance. 

	
	no late work is accepted and there are is no redoing or retaking quizzes or daily assignments

	
	It is the responsibility of the student to follow the calendar and Google Classroom and turn in all assignments on time. 

	





60% Major Grades
	There will be 1 nine weeks test during the last two weeks of the grading period 

	
	Tests will be comprehensive and cover all the material from the 9 weeks

	
	There will be a criss/cross test revisit for each test and scores will be averaged according to an agreed upon formula dependent on grades with possible improvement points 

	
	There will be 1 to 2 project benchmark grades that will be put into the major category for each grading period

	
	Benchmarks will be graded based on individual effort and overall group problem solving and presentation. Individual contributions, reflections and group evaluations will be calculated into a final grade.

	
	Groups experiencing group member issues or failure to work should file complaints according to the team contract. 



 			
Semester

	1st 9 weeks - 40%
	2nd 9 weeks - 40%
	Final Exam - 20%*


*1st semester exam grade will be 50% multiple choice questions on the assigned semester exam day and 50% final landscape marketing project presentations completed the week before semester exams.
				
Attendance 
Attendance is taken at the beginning of class. You must be in the classroom before the bell rings.  Students arriving late without a pass will be marked Tardy. Students arriving more than 10 minutes late will be marked absent.  Absences resulting from excess tardiness (beyond 10 minutes) are unexcused and will result in a 0 for any assignment from that day. You must be present at least 90% of the time to receive credit for the course and avoid truancy court filing.

Students are responsible for following all attendance and make up policies set by the district and school. See clarifications below.

Make up work (Excused Absences)
Students are responsible for all information and work they missed due to an absence. Students are responsible for getting their assignments from Google Classroom and/or their group when absent. Students will be given one day per day of absence to make up their work. Ex: if you are absent 2 days, you will be given 2 days to get your work turned in. No extra time will be given for absences, beyond this guideline.. All absences must be excused through student center and students are responsible for following up and making sure absences have been excused. 

Make up work (Unexcused Absences)
Only absences that have been coded as AMU (unexcused absence with make up work allowed) will be considered. All unexcused absences will result in a 0 for any assignments, quizzes or tests. 

Test, Quiz, & Lab Make-ups
All tests are followed by a revisit within three days in which students retake the test as a group in order to determine your final test grade.  Students are expected to review the test material again in order to improve their score.  Attendance is required on both days in order to receive the group improvement points.  If the student misses the initial test day, then they must make up the test and revisit it individually.  Communicate with your teacher to arrange test, quiz, or lab make ups for any work you miss within a week.

When students have missed a lab, they must get the lab data from their group upon their return and complete any analysis questions or lab write ups assigned. 

Tutoring 
Tutorials will be available weekly at these times:
Ms. Carson - Mondays & Wednesdays  6th & 7th Period in Room B245
Mr. Yoder - Tuesdays & Thursdays  After School in Room B261
If you can’t make any of these times, please speak to your teacher about special arrangements.

Late work
Late work is not accepted. You are expected to keep up with assignments on the calendar and Google Classroom and turn assigned work in on time. There are no exceptions and no alternative assignments for work that is not turned in on time. 

Ethics
All assignments submitted in fulfillment of the course requirements must be the student’s own work.  All assignments except those designated as “team activities” are meant to be individual efforts.  Team activities are meant to be the result of equal effort by all team members.  Some labs and daily assignments will be group work – others must be done individually.  For individual lab activities, students may work collaboratively during lab activities, however, the lab report (or portions depending upon the instructions) must always be written solely by the individual student – students may not work together to write the lab.  Plagiarism is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism on an assignment will result in an automatic zero for that assignment.  Receiving a copy of a team mate’s lab report and modifying it for yourself is STILL PLAGIARISM!  

Fieldwork
Lab work outside is a key component of the APES curriculum. Students should expect to be outside for fieldwork (some days more than others).  It is necessary that you prepare yourself for field conditions (heat, cold, dirt, bugs, etc.) and to responsibly assist your classmates.  You should therefore dress accordingly. This may include jackets, rain boots, appropriate shoes, bug spray, and sunscreen.  You should also be prepared to get dirty and touch things from time to time.  This may require a change of shoes or clothing.
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